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Lake County 2050

Meeting Overview 

• Welcome and Agenda Review

• Draft Values Statement Review and 

Comment

• Draft Health and Safety Element 

Overview

• Regulatory Requirements

• Technical Studies

• Goals

• Questions & Answers

• Discussion 

• Next Steps



Draft Values 

Statement
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Lake County Values, Assets, and 

Treasured Qualities 
The following statements highlight what the community values most about Lake 

County and include sentiments about existing assets to be upheld as well as 

aspirational ideals for the future.

• Small Town Feel. Lake County communities are welcoming, friendly, tight-knit, 

spirited, and supportive. People of all backgrounds are accepted and celebrated.

• Rural Setting. Lake County’s rich agricultural identity and picturesque landscapes are 

complimented by its balance of small-scale development and open space.

• Community and Cohesion. Lake County holds a strong sense of community across 

neighborhoods and values and encourages civic involvement from all.

• Natural Resources. Lake County has an abundance of natural beauty and the 

community stewards over the region’s vast natural resources, habitats, and wildlife.
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Lake County Values, Assets, and 

Treasured Qualities (Cont.)
• Recreation Access. Lake County hosts a range of recreational opportunities 

and values equitable access to those resources by both residents and 

visitors.

• Tribal Influences. The community is committed to amplifying and 

celebrating Lake County’s rich cultural traditions and indigenous histories.

• Historic Resources. Lake County’s historic resources are cherished and 

actively preserved.

• Economic Development and Tourism. Lake County is an inviting place for 

small businesses and entrepreneurs with potential to grow its tourism 

industry.

General Plan 2050 works to preserve and/or realize these values, assets, and 

treasured qualities.
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Discussion Prompt

• Share any initial feedback on the Draft Values Statement.

• Additional comments are welcome via email to 

LakeCounty2050@lakecountyca.gov. Please submit all comments 

by April 30.

mailto:LakeCounty2050@lakecountyca.gov


Draft Elements 

Summary
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Draft Health & Safety Element

• Safety Element is a mandatory part 

of a General Plan.

• Identifies hazards of concern and 

related risks to the community.

• Helps protect the community 

against natural disasters and other 

hazards.

• Integrates and is consistent with 

other County hazard mitigation and 

emergency management plans.
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State requirements for Health & 

Safety Element

Gov Code §65302(g)(3)

• Update wildfire sections.

• Minimize risks for new 
buildings and essential 
facilities.

Gov Code §65302(g)(4)

• Prepare vulnerability analysis

• Develop goals, policies, and 
actions to increase 
adaptation and resilience

Gov Code §65302(g)(5)

• Identify evacuation 
constrained residential dev in 
any hazard area that do not 
have at least two emergency 
evacuation routes.

Gov Code §65302.15

• Identify evacuation route 
capacity, safety, viability and 
evacuation locations

• Evaluate evacuation under 
multiple hazard scenarios.

Gov Code §65302.01

• Address extreme heat upon 
next General Plan element 
update on or after January 1, 
2028.

Gov Code §65302.6

• Enables incorporation of local 
hazard mitigation plan 
(LHMP) into General Plan’s 
Safety Element.
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Draft Health & Safety Element

Safety 
Element

Local 
Hazard 

Mitigation 
Plan

Emergency 
Operations 

Plan

Climate 
Adaptation 

Plan

Community 
Wildfire 

Protection 
Plan

EOP: Details jurisdiction’s 

approach for emergency 

response and recovery.

LHMP: Short-term, 

focused plan with detailed 

implementation actions.

CAP: Actions that 

increase resilience to 

climate change hazards.

CWPP: Short-term plan focused 

on wildfire risk reduction.
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Health & Safety Element Technical 

Studies

Climate Vulnerability 
Analysis

Health & Safety Element 
Background Report

Countywide Evacuation 
Study
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Climate Vulnerability Analysis

• Identifies how people and key 

community assets may be 

affected by climate change

• Evaluates availability of existing 

policies or programs to help 

people avoid or recover from 

impacts

• Prioritizes vulnerabilities that 

inform the resilience and 

adaptation policies and 

implementation programs of 

the Health and Safety Element

Ag & 
Forestry 

Pests

Drought

Extreme 
Temps

Flooding

Human 
Health 

Hazards

Landslides 
and Debris 

Flows

Severe 
Weather

Wildfire 
and Smoke
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Climate Vulnerability Analysis Key 

Findings

• Most Vulnerable 

Populations:

• People of color and 

immigrant communities.

• Households in poverty.

• Persons with chronic illnesses 

and/or disabilities.

• Older adults.

• People with high outdoor 

exposure.

• Persons in tribal 

communities.

• Most Vulnerable Assets:

• Energy and communication 

infrastructure and services.

• Homes (especially older, 

manufactured homes).

• Transportation infrastructure.

• Agriculture.

• Outdoor recreation and 

tourism.

Wildfire and smoke create the most vulnerabilities countywide.
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Climate Adaptation Plan (2026)

Climate Vulnerability Assessment

• Identify and assess climate hazards, 
impacts, adaptive capacity, and 
vulnerability

• Prepare Vulnerability Assessment Report

Adaptation Plan

• Develop adaptation framework

• Identify focus areas

• Prepare problem statements

• Develop Climate Adaptation Plan and 
implementation framework

• Adopted by Board in January 2026.

• Safety Element provides policy framework 

for adaptation actions in CAP.
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Background Report Overview
• State-mandated technical foundation for 

the Health & Safety Element.

• Covers hazards affecting Lake County's 

unincorporated areas residents, 

businesses, and services.

• Describes past hazard events and current 

programs and regulatory frameworks.

• Examines future conditions including 

climate change impacts on each hazard.

• Companion document to the Vulnerability 

Assessment; together they inform the 

Element's goals, policies, and actions.

Ag & Forestry 
Pests and 
Diseases

Airport 
Hazards

Drought
Emergency 

Prep & 
Response

Extreme 
Temperature

Flood Hazards

Geologic & 
Seismic 
Hazards

Hazardous 
Materials

Human Health 
Hazards

Severe 
Weather

Wildfires
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Evacuation Study Overview

• Evaluates capacity, safety, and 

viability of evacuation 

infrastructure under multiple 

hazard scenarios.

• Responds to SB 99 & AB 747/AB 

1409 requirements to identify 

evacuation-constrained residential 

areas and potential evacuation 

routes.

• ~70% of the county has burned 

since 2015.

• Analyzes 5 hazard scenarios (3 

wildfire, 1 flooding, 1 landslide).
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Evacuation Study Scenarios & 

Recommendations

• Key Recommendations:

• Improve secondary egress in 

evacuation-constrained 

residential areas.

• Develop targeted evacuation 

assistance programs for 

vulnerable populations.

• Expand evacuation notification 

coverage and strengthen 

systems.

• Establish protocols for pre-

emptive evacuation of 

communities.

1. Wildfire 
(Ranch/Mendocino 
Complex footprint)

2. Wildfire (Valley Fire 
footprint)

3. Wildfire 
(Rocky/Jerusalem Fire 

footprint)

4. Flooding (Clear Lake & 
creeks)

5. Landslide (High slope 
areas)
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Draft Health & Safety Element

Element Goals

• Goal HS-1: To effectively prepare for and respond to natural and human-caused 

disasters, avoid the loss of life, and minimize the impacts to health, property, and 

Tribal Cultural Resources in the event of an emergency.

• Goal HS-2: To ensure safe and effective evacuation throughout Lake County during 

emergencies and disasters.

• Goal HS-3: To ensure that forests and agricultural lands in the county can better 

adapt to agriculture and forestry pests and diseases. 

• Goal HS-4: To promote forest health and resilience through sustainable timber 

harvesting practices and active forest management that reduces vulnerability to 

pests, diseases, and wildfires.

• Goal HS-5: To reduce the generation of air pollutants and promote non‐polluting 

activities to minimize impacts on human health and the economy of the county.

• Goal HS-6: To avoid the loss of life, injury, or damage to property as a result of 

airport hazards.
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Draft Health & Safety Element

Element Goals (Cont.)

• Goal HS-7: To minimize risk of loss of life, injury, and property damage from extreme 

temperatures.

• Goal HS-8: To avoid and minimize risk of loss of life, injury, and property damage 

from fire hazards.

• Goal HS-9: To avoid and minimize risk of loss of life, injury, and property damage that 

may result from flood hazards.

• Goal HS-10: To protect residents, visitors, and property from hazardous materials 

release.

• Goal HS-11: To effectively protect the health of Lake County residents by reducing 

exposure to human health hazards.

• Goal HS-12: To avoid risks to life and minimize impacts to property, including cultural 

and Tribal Cultural Resources, that may result from seismic and geologic hazards.

• Goal HS-13: To minimize risk of loss of life, injury, and property damage from severe 

weather.



Questions & 

Answers



Discussion
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Discussion Prompts

• In your fellow GPAC Members’ comments on the Health and 

Safety Element, are there any that you agree or disagree with and 

want to discuss?

• Discuss any project team-identified conflicting comments 

necessitating discussion.

• Time permitting, GPAC members may make additional comments 

on the chapter/elements discussed that were not reflected in 

advance comment submittals.

• Additional comments are also welcome via email to 

LakeCounty2050@lakecountyca.gov. 

mailto:LakeCounty2050@lakecountyca.gov


Next Steps
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Next Steps
• Now-April 30: Public Review of Draft General Plan

• Community Survey

• Presentations to the Municipal Advisory Councils (MACs)

• Meetings with the Local Area Plan Advisory Committees

• March 5-April 24: Draft EIR Public Review

• May-June: Summarize Input

• Project team to summarize survey results and other feedback and compile 

recommendations for final revisions 

• June-August: CAL FIRE 90-Day Review of Health and Safety Element

• State law requires the Health and Safety Element to be approved by the Board 

of Forestry prior to adoption

• Fall 2026: Adoption Hearings

• Present the Final EIR and General Plan for adoption by the Board of Supervisors 



Thank You
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