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2050 General Plan

LOWERLAKEPLANNINGAREA ELEMENTS

Introduction

Thischapter presents the General Plan elements specific to thé.ower
LakePlanning Area: Land Use; Circulation; Open Space, Conservation,
and Recreation; Environmental Justice; Public Facilities and Services; and
Economic Development.

These elements combined with the countywide elements make up the
General Plan for theLower LakePlanningArea. The countywide elements
are Health and Safety, Noise, Geothermal Resources, Agricultural
Resources, Water, Housing, and the Aggregate Resources Management
Plan.

In recognition of the deep and ongoing connection of the Southeastern
Pomo and Miwok people native to the Lower Lake region, this General
Plan acknowledges the area as part of the ancestral homelands of the
Elem Pomo, Koi Nation, and Miwok. The County affirms its commitment to
working collaboratively with Tribal governments to preserve and promote
Tribal Cultural Resources sacred sites, andTraditional Ecological
Knowledge.
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This chapter incorporates the perspective ofribal communities to ensure that planning decisions reflect
the values, history, and rights of the original stewards of this land. Coordination witfribal governments

guides:

1 Identification and protection of cultural and sacred landscapes

1 Integration of Traditional Ecological Knowledge into land use, conservation, and resource management

decisions.

1 Consultation processes that respectTribal sovereignty and the governmento-government
relationship between Lake County and federally recognizeiiribal governments.

1 Inclusion of tribal perspectives in Environmental Justice and Economic Development strategies to

support cultural revitalization and community wellbeing.

The County recognizes that sustainable planning for the Lower Lalkanning Aea requires honoring the
cultural continuity, environmental stewardship, and historical resilience of theElem Pomo,KoiNation, and

Miwok people indigenous to the land.
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Location and Setting

TheLower LakePlanning Area(sometimes referred to as theLower LakeArea or the Planning Areais in
southeastern Lake County bounded by the Middletown Planning Aredo the south, the Cobb Mountain
PlanningArea to the west, theRivieras Planning Are#o the northwest, the East LakeCommunities
PlanningArea to thenorth, and Yolo County to theeast.

At 119 square miles,the Lower LakePlanningAreaencompasses9G 1)l #IJUq WY n Wa 6 YWYz Uq! K
mid-sized in comparison to the seven othePlanning Areas. FigureLL-1 shows the location
of the Lower LakePlanningAreain relation to the other seven planning areas in Lake County.

Located within the Putah Creekand Cache Creekdrainage basirs, the Lower LakePlanning Area ismostly
mountainous and interspersed with small valleys and basinsThe elevation ranges from approximately
1,300feet to slightly over3,000 feetabove sea level

TheLower LakePlanningArea has a Mediterranean climate. Summers are dry and warm to hot, with
temperatures frequently exceeding90 degrees Fahrenheit. Winters are cool and wet with some frost and
snowfall at higher elevations. The western parts of the Planning Areaceive slightly greater amounts of
precipitation, with average rainfall decreasing to the east.
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Lower Lake is the only established community in the
Planning AreaLower Lakeis a quiet, rural town of
roughly 600 residents four miles south of the City of
Clearlake. The Lower Lake community features a
historic downtown spanning several blocks along Main
Street with restaurants and local retail

Outside of Lower Lake the Planning Areais primarily S S
made up of agricultural, rural, and resource Welcome to Welcome to Ao
conservation land. The major roadways accessible to Lower Lake § ' Lower “Q“ée»\
the Planning Areainclude State Route SR 29/Main
Streetrunning eastto west and the SR 53/SR 29
connector running northto south. Circulation in the
Planning Area is highly dependent on highway Lake community.
transportation.

Based on data from the2023 American Community Survey (ACS) administered by the U.S. Censtige

Lower LakePlanning Areahas a population ofjust under 3,000 totalresidents. AHHR Y| T RUNDWq VYW &I R
Labor Market Information System (ALMIS) Employer Databases of 2024 the largest employers in the

Planning Areaare the LakeCounty Department of Social Services and Lower Lake Elementary School

TheLower Lakecommunity is an important node in Lake County, located at the crossroads of local north

to south and eastto west highways It features a historic smallscale commercial downtown area with
restaurants, local retail, andLower LakePark Settled initially as an agricultural town, Lower Lake went
through abrief period in the late 1800swhen mining was the most important economic driver in the area.
Important mines of the time included the McLaughlin Gold Mine in the eastern portion of the Planning Area.
However, by the tun of thetwentieth century, agriculture once again prospered in the region, and

continues to be the main economic driver in the Planning Area.

In 2016, the Clayton Fireburned 3,929 acres of landin the Lower Lake communityand immediately south,
destroying nearly 300 structures, including a winery and other businesses along Main Street, as well as 189
single family homes

History and Planning Context

TheSoutheastern Pomq Lake Miwok, and Patwin Native Americatribes are the historic inhabitants and
original stewards of the area. Hor to European colonization, @rt of the Southeastern Pomoterritory
encompassed thenorthwestern-most portion of whatthe Lower Lake Planning Area is naviLake Miwok
inhabited 17 villages throughout the area and Patwin inhabited the easternmost portion of ttiélanning
Area.

In 1841, Salvador Vallejo entered the Clear Lake area looking fabal communities to help harvest grain in
the Napa Valley. When locatribes refused, Vallejo sent a small detachment of Mexican troops who
kidnapped tribal membersto use as slaves and massacred pproximately 200 people in the area of Koi
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Island Village. In 1851, Cobnel Redick McKee was sent to negotiate a treaty and establish a reservation.
Tribal communities from the Lower LakePlanning Aea wereforcibly moved to Mendocino County and
eventually tothe Round Valleyreservation established there in 1856When EureAmerican colonizers first
arrived in the Clear Lake region, the indigenous population is estimated to have been between 6,000 and
8,000 people, compared to an estimated 1,355 in Lake County, as of the 2020 US Census.

The Planning Are& Abundant game at Anderson Marstand good agricultural land on the fringes of the

lake made it an attractive place to settle amongribes and later, EurcAmerican settlers. Thecommunity of
Lower Lake began to take fan in the late 1850s at the junction of roads from Napa and Calistoga. The first
house was builtin 1858. Someof the earliest settlers were the Anderson, Copsey, Herndorand Slater
families, all of whomassignedtheir names to local landmarks.Amongthis early wave of settlerswere
members of the Copsey wagon train thatame to the area in the early 1856 from Missouri.

Around 1860, prospectors discovered mercury in the eastern portions of the Lower Lake Planning Areand
northern Napa County, in the vicinity of theMcLaughlinGold Mine area. In the following yearsthey
established several mines, the largest of which was the Redington Mine at Knoxville. The mines prospered,
and the workforce grew during the early 1860drough the mid-1880s. During the last decade of the

century, the combination of a nationwide depressiorand a dramatic increase in the price of wool(used in

the storage and transport of mercurycontributed to a decline in mercury mining, which slowed the growth

of the Lower LakePlanning A 1J ¢ k t WG YTGdayj mamyRniheteenthcentury buildings remain in and
around the Planning Area from the mercury mining day8y the 1910s, much of thdand in the Planning
Areawas used for grazing and agriculture.

Agriculture continued to be a primary source of jobs in the
Planning Area throughouthe early and middletwentieth
century, in addition to some sporadic and limited mercury
mining operations, which increased during wartimes
(specifically 1915 to 1918 and 1939 to 1943Most

recently, the Lower Lake area became a local employment
center when the McLaughlinGold Mine began operating in
1985 until the closure of the mine in 2002. Since then,
residents in the Planning Area primarily work in serviee
based fields, including the social services, healthcare,
retail, and some manufacturing and agriculturalfields.
Today, the Lower Lakélanning Aea is known for its quiet, 44 : 1+~ AT
rural charactertOLUN 6 IJWHY G G 2 UR q !sitda¥ 'n Wx 7he Lower Lake Historic Schoolhouse
historic downtown offers local restaurants, retail, and Museum offers a sense of what it was like to
opportunities for community gatherings, while also serving 90 {0 school innineteenth century California.
as the gateway to Cache Creeko the north, Anderson

Marsh to the northwest,and vast stretches of scenic rolling hills and canyonsextending along Morgan
Valley Roadto the east
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Past and Present Tribal Habitation and Stewardship

The Lower Lake area lies within the ancestral territory of the Koi Nation, Southeastern Pomo people, who
6¢c20Wa¢cRUqcRUONT WeWwWrYUqRUeYet W WaecqRYUt 6 RGUWs Rq6 Wb aU
creeks, and uplands are part of a living culturdbndscape that reflects thousands of years of Indigenous
FaqUscl Tt 6RGAWRYGG2URq! AWe UT WIHRYOGYNRAcO W UYs d1JT NIJOWN
areas, and sacred places are woven throughout this landscape.

The history of the Lower Lake Planning Area cannot be fully understood without recognizing the continued
presence, stewardship, and resilience of the Koi Nation. The Koi people are not solely the historic

inhabitants of this land; they remain an active and sovereign community whose cultural, spiritual, and
DRYGYNRACOW NDicqRYUt 6RGt Ws Ra6WAcKk HE qRUWBLIQTGWE! Wx et Ub
today. Despite the violence, displacement, and forced removal of the nigteenth century, Koi citizns

maintain enduring connections to their homelands through family networks, cultural practices, and

environmental stewardship. The land, water, and resources of the Lower Lake area remain inseparable

from Koi identity and traditional knowledge. Today, td lWu YRW ¢ qRY Ukt WNI RA¢ G Wec Rt qVY I
(THPO) continues to protect cultural sites, safeguard ancestral landscapes, and revitalizeaditional

Ecological Knowledge, including fire management, gathering, and restoration practices.

AdYNURqRYUWYnlWag6 Rt WIR2RUNWERY qY!l ! WRY WHI RaRHAEC T Wa Y We
forward-looking planning. The County acknowledges that the legacy of colonization, resource extraction,
land dispossession, and cultural erasure continues to shape

contemporary environmental and social conditions. Equity PriorityAreais adesignation
Collaborative, governmentto-government consultation with ~ @Pplied to federally recog_mzed tribal
the Koi Nation is essential toensure that land use, lands and certain areas with

conservation, environmental justice, and economic concentrations of low-income

development activities6 Y U Y | Wq 6 WLW ¢ qRY Uk + households, identified as being at risk

sovereignty and the enduring cultural significance of this of suffering disproportionate impacts

landscape. of economic, health, and
environmental burdens. Equity Priority

Environmental Justice in the General Plan Areas are mapped irFigureLL-12.

Equity Priority Populationsare
community members with
characteristics often associated with
beingvulnerable to environmental
justice, health, and safetychallenges.
These Equity Priority Populations
include older adults, individuals with
disabilities, farmworkers and other
outdoor workers, non-English
speakers, and low-income individuals
and households.

While each General Plan element addresses specific aspects
of county life, these topics often overlap. This is especially
true for the topic of environmental justice, which is the ideal
state achieved whenall people, regardless of race, income,
or other factors, are able to live in a safe and healthy
environment. The Environmental Justic&lement of the
General Planidentifies specific locations in the Planning

Area, termed Equity PriorityAreas, and certain subgroups of
the population, termed Equity Prioity Populations,
experiencing the greatest barriers to achieving environmental
justice; the Equity Priority Aeas are mapped inFigureLL-12.
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Because environmental justice touches all aspects of the community, there are policiethroughout the
General Planthat call for prioritizing the needs of these Equity Priorithreas andEquity PriorityPopulations
to support environmentally just outcomes.
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2050 General Plan

Land Use

Land use patterns and related policies play an important
role in defining local character. The scalelocation, and
type of development influence the sense of communityor
feeling of being in nature. 8eet trees andlocal art

enhance the sense of place, whilevacant lots with
overgrown vegetation anditter suggest neglect The

location and design of lighting can determine whether stars
are visible.

This Land Use Element fosters continued conservation of
agricultural lands and open space while supporting
cohesive communities. It shapes the future physical The Land Use Element works to ma/./; — -
development of Lower Lakeand works to conserve and X V5 Il Wx ¢t Ukt We OB e -thwe
enhance livability and quality of life for residentsThe charm.

element also supports the protection of cultural and

sacred sites, traditional gathering areas, and landscapes of ongoing tribal significance as well as the
incorporation of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) in land management, conservati, and fire
recovery practices to enhance environmental resilience and uphold the cultural heritage of the are@his
element begins by presenting the General Plan Land Use Map and designationghich establish
regulations and standards for developmentThemap is supported by goals, policies, and actions that
follow, upholding the principles on which the map was developed, includingpalancing growth and
conservation andpreservingcommunity character in the Planning Area.

Land Use Designatios andMap

State planning law requires the Land Use Element to designate the general distribution, location, and
extent of the various land uses covered by this General Plamhe General Plan Land Use Map is presented
in FiguresLL-2 (countywide) and LL-3 (Lower LakePlanning Area) The following sectiors describe each
land use designation shown in the maps, including the standards for allowedlensity ofresidential uses

and intensity of nonresidential use.The density and intensity of designations are summarized in
TableLL-1.

Standards for residential densities are expressed in dwelling units (DU) per gross acre while development
intensities for nonresidential uses are expressed as maximum floearea ratios (FAR). Gross acreage

includes all land (including streets and rightsof-way) designated for a particular residential use. Expressed

¢t We Wl DHRGcCGAW] AWRY WgéWW ¢qRYWYnWNI Yt WHz2RGT RUNLWLE h
footage is equivalent to the area of its lot, the FAR is 1.0. For example, on a 1o1@§000 square feet, an

FAR of 1.0 would allow a building of 10,000 square feet. On the same lot, a FAR of 0.5 would allow 5,000

square feet.
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Substandard Older Subdivisions

Prior to the preparation of General Plan 2050, throughout Lake County, including in the Lower Lake

Planning Area, there were approximately 10,000 undeveloped older subdivided properties with urban or

teAel AcOWI WOt RqRIJt AWt UY s U tlgdedigna@d R{khl Relidenfal by thékGeRevallt A w U
Plan. These properties are substandard irelation to existing zoning and subdivision regulations with

Tt RNDUAWY RADAWY! WG6! + RACTGWRAGI Y2IaWUqt Waéc¢cqWl YUK q WG
by steep slopes and lack of adequate public services and facilities such as streets, fire protection, sewer

or water services. As a part of General Plan 2050, these parcels weredesignated to Public Facilities in

recognition that they are not developable and better suited for future open space, trail access, or

watershed protection. As part of the process to implement the General Plan, these parcels will need to be

rezoned to accaunt for the changein land use designation.

Community Growth Boundaries

FiguresLL-2 and LL-3 also show community growth boundaries (CGBs)CGBs are regulatory tools that
support both development and conservation goals by preserving open space between communities and
maintaining community separation and identity.These boundaries define areas where residential and
commercial development may occurby dividing land to be developed at higher densities (1 or more
DU/acre) from land to be protected forconservation or developed at lower densitieg1 DU/5 or more

acres). Land beyondthe boundary of theCGBis preserved for uses such as agriculture, forestry, open
space, greenbelts, and conservation. TheLower LakeCGB in the northwestern portion of the Planning Area
Rt W6 WWAGe¢UURUNDW | 1JcdowntdWnll dwerlligkg seridgad d) aLID 121 EoElE ofia
commercial activity.

Agriculture

A main function of this land use designation is to protect the county's valuable agricultural resources and
prevent development that would preclude its future use in agriculture. These lands are actively or
potentially engaged in crop production, includinghorticulture, tree crops, row and field crops, and related
activities. Wineries and the processing of local agricultural products, such as pears, cannabis, and
walnuts, are encouraged within this designation. Other agriculturesupporting uses, such as
microbreweries, distilleries, agriculture equipment sales, youth agriculture, and wilderness education
activities, are also allowed. These lands also provide important groundwater recharge functions. As
watershed lands, they collect precipitation and filter water to improve water quality. They are generally
supportive of the management of the natural infrastructure of the watersheds. While there are some
existing lands with this designation inside CGBs, future applications of the designation should be limited
areas outside CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 1 DU/40 acres
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Figure L2 Countywide Land Use Map
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Figure LL3 Lower LakePlanningAreaLand Use Map
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Rural Lands

The purpose of this land use designation is to allow rural development in areas that are primarily in their
natural state, although agricultural production, including farming, cannabis cultivation, and vineyards, can
occur on these lands. The category is@propriate for areas that are remote, or characterized by steep
topography, fire hazards, and limited access. Typical uses permitted by right include, but are not limited to,
animal raising, crop production, singlefamily residences, game preserves, and $heries. Other typical

uses permitted conditionally include, but are not limited to, recreational facilities, manufacturing and
processing operations, mining, and airfields. These lands also provide important groundwater recharge
functions. As watershed lands, they collect precipitation and filter water to improve water quality. These
uses generally support the natural infrastructure of the watersheds and are outside of CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 0.4 FAR; 1 DU/2815+ acres

201 ¢NUW GYGUW 3t #I RAWY Wad WWbsl R IWY211 W 2U0AwWY! Wab I
horizontal increase of a slopedarea anddetermines the extent of allowable development. The base
density of 1 DU/20 acres shall be reduced when the average slope of the property increases, as follows:

1 1 DU/30-acre maximum density if average slope is 20 percent or higher, but less than 30 percent
1 1 DU/40-acre maximum density if average slope is 30 percent or higher, but less than 35 percent
1 1 DU/45+acre maximum density if average slope is 35 percent or higher

The maximum density in the Rural Lands designation may be reduced based on factors related to wildland
fire/fuel loading, landslide hazards, and distance to the nearest fire station, as enumerated in the Zoning
Ordinance.

Rural Residential

This land use designation is designed to provide singtamily residential development in a semirural
setting. Largelot residential development with agricultural activities is appropriate. These areas are
intended to act as a buffer between urban residetial development and agricultural uses. Building intensity
should be greater where public services, such as major roads, community water systems, or public sewer
are available, although most of the lands designated for this land use rely on wells and sep#ystems.
Typical uses permitted by right include singléamily residences; crop production (including cannabis);
raising poultry, rabbits, and other small animals for domestic use; raising bovine animals, horses, sheep,
and goats for domestic use; and sk of crops produced on the premises. Typical uses permitted
conditionally include agricultural-related services and recreational facilities. These lands also provide
important groundwater recharge functions. As watershed lands, they collect precipitatiomnd filter water

to improve water quality. They are generally supportive of the management of the natural infrastructure of
the watersheds. This designation is primarily outside of CGBs, but some areas will be appropriate inside
these boundaries as well.
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Density/Intensity: 1 DU/510+ acres

1 1 DU/5 acres if average slope is less than 30 percent and outside an area identified with ClassX/Il
Landslide Susceptibility

1 1 DU/10+acres if average slope is 30 percent or greater, or in an area identified with Class-X|I
Landslide Susceptibility

Suburban Residential Reserve

This land use designation serves as a transitional designation between rural residential and urban
residential uses, but due to soil and slope characteristics, lots generally larger than oracre minimum are
necessary.Larger lot residential development with smaHscale, incidental agriculture is appropriate.

Where found in mountain areas, this designation serves to limit densities until the establishment of
appropriate infrastructure to support higher densities. However, exceptions have been made for existing
subdivisions outside of CGBs, and additional land i¥ision may be appropriate on parcels already
designated Suburban Residential Reserve when found to be consistent with the existing development
pattern already established in the vicinity Expansion of this land use designation outside of CGBs may be
considered to implement Action LL-LU-5.d for appropriate mixed-use resort or business/industrial park
developments. This designation has the potential to result in conflict when located on the fringe of CGBs,
adjacent to agricultural uses, unless cluster policies are employed and agricultural buffers are provided.
This designation is mostly outside of CGBs, but some peels with this designation are inside CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 1 DU/1-5 acres

1 1 DU/acre if the area is not identified as a primary recharge area and the area has less than 30 percent
average slopes

T 1 DU/2 acres if the area is identified as a primary recharge area and the area has less than 30 percent
average slopes

1 1 DU/3 acres if the area has 30 percent or higher average slopes, but is not in an area identified with
Class VIEX Landslide Susceptibility in the Health and Safety Element

1 1 DU/5 acres if the area has 30 percent or higher average slopes and is in an area identified with Class
VII-X Landslide Susceptibility in the Health and Safety Element

Low-Density Residential

This land use designation is designed to establish areas suitable for singtamily residences at relatively
low densities. Typical uses permitted by right include singldamily homes. This designation is appropriate
where the traditional neighborhood chaacter of single-family units prevail, and where the level of services,
including roads, shopping, and recreation, does not justify higher densities. While there are some existing
lands with this designation outside of CGBs, future applications of the desigation should be limited to
areas within CGBs.
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Density/Intensity: 1-7 DU/acre

In hazardprone areas, such as areas with slopes exceeding 20 percent, flood hazard zones, High and Very
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones, Class WlLandslide Susceptibility areas, and AlquisPriolo Earthquake
Fault Zones, reduced residential densities Blow the minimum density may be allowed.

Medium-Density Residential

This land use designation is designed to provide areas for residential developments such as duplexes,
triplexes, and manufactured homes. This designation is appropriate only where the level of development is
compatible with the overall character of the surounding neighborhood and where adequate public
facilities, such as potable water and sewer systems, roadways, and other public services are available.
While there are some existing lands with this designation outside of CGBs, future applications of the
designation should be limited to areas within CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 619 DU/acre

In hazardprone areas, such as areas with slopes exceeding 20 percent, flood hazard zones, High and Very
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones, Class MlLandslide Susceptibility areas, and AlquisPriolo Earthquake
Fault Zones, reduced residential densities Blow the minimum density may be allowed.

High-Density Residential

This land use designation is designed to provide for areas of multifamily residential uses that include a
wide range of living accommodations, including duplexes, townhouses, and apartments. This designation
is appropriate in community areas where a fullange of urban services are available, including public water
and sewer, adequate circulation facilities, and adequate public services, and where the level of
development is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. This designation is only within CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 10122 DU/acre

In hazardprone areas, such as areas with slopes exceeding 20 percent, flood hazard zones, High and Very
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones, Class WlLandslide Susceptibility areas, and AlquisPriolo Earthquake
Fault Zones, reduced residential densities Blow the minimum density may be allowed.

Local Commercial

The purpose of this land use designation is to establish areas for small, localized retail, recreational, and
service businesses that provide goods and merchandise to the immediate surrounding residents.
Convenience facilities may include eating and drinkig establishments; food and beverage retail sales;
limited personal, medical, professional, and repair services; and other retail sales. Such facilities may
range from a single use to a cluster of uses. This designation is primarily within CGBs; it mayatiewed
outside of a CGB to expand an existing commercial development that is already outside of the boundary.
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Density/Intensity: 0.5 FAR; where residential uses are allowed with a combining district, the allowed
density is6-9 DU/acre.

Community Commercial

The purpose of this land use designation is to provide a full range of commercial retail and service
commercial establishments serving multiple neighborhoods or the entire community. These districts
should include or enable a variety of convenience and shpping opportunities. Typical uses permitted
include gasoline service stations, hardware stores, eating and drinking establishments, food and beverage
sales, public buildings, general merchandise stores, professional offices, and finance offices. Multifamyl
residential uses are permitted as secondary uses on upper floors of multistory buildings. Commercial
accessory residential uses are also allowed. This designation is primarily withtGBs andmay be allowed
outside of a CGB to expand existing commercial development that is already outside of the boundary.

Density/Intensity: 1.2 FAR; when development includes mixed uses, the maximum FAR is 2.0 and the
maximum residential density is 1022 DU/acre.

Resort Commercial

This land use designation provides for a mix of commercial uses oriented toward tourists and other visitors
to the county, including agriculturally based tourism. Typical uses permitted include recreation activities
(e.g., golf courses); dining; entertainnent services; destination resorts; various types of lodging facilities
such as, but not limited to, hotels, motels, retreats, fractional ownership lodging unitsand time-share

units; wineries; spas; and onsite residential uses if secondary and subordinag to commercial resort uses.
This designation is both inside and outside of CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 1.0 FAR
Service Commercial

The purpose of this land use designation is to provide areas suitable for heavier commercial uses in
developed areas. Typical uses permitted with appropriate buffer distances include automotiveelated or
heavy equipment sales and services, building mainteance services, construction sales and services, and
warehousing. This designation is both inside and outside of CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 1.2 FAR
Industrial

This land use designation provides for a range of manufacturing, the processing of natural resources,
research facilities and hightech campuses, and heavy commercial activities. The intent is to encourage
sound industrial/lheavy commercial development by @signating appropriate areas for such uses,
including geothermal service yards, large construction/contractor yards, warehouses, asphalt batch
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plants, mills, lumber yards, boat building, welding, and fabrication shops. This designation is both inside
and outside of CGBs.

Density/Intensity: 1.5 FAR
Resource Conservation

The purpose of this land use designation is to assure the maintenance or sustained generation of natural
resources in the county. The highest priority for these lands is to provide for the management of the
HYaUq! kt WU¢cqel ¢0W It Ve ldmaudeohlifNsSnBtiinitédaofanbtidningasa Wt 6 Y 2
watershed lands, which collect precipitation and filter water to improve water quality. In addition, these
lands provide important groundwater recharge capability, which is critical to the maintenance of the
natural ecosystem and to providing a sustainable groundwater supply for the county. This category
includes significant plant or animal habitats; forest lands in Timberland Preserve Zones; agricultural lands
within the Williamson Act; grazing lands; impornt parts of watersheds, such as waterways and wetlands;
outdoor parks and recreation areas; mineral deposits and mining areas that require special attention
because of hazardous or special conditions; publicly owned land (e.g., U.S. Forest Service, BurezflLand
Management land, State lands, and County lands); and open space activities. Uses allowed in this
designation are those related to resource utilization and resource conservation activities. Resource
utilization operations and facilities require a onditional use permit. This designation is both inside and
outside of CGBs.

Density/Intensity: Density: 0. Intensity: Not Applicable (determined on a casby-case basis)
Public Facilities

This land use designation establishes areas for services and facilities that are necessary to maintain the
welfare of the community and the natural environment. Typical uses include parks, public marinas,
schools, civic centers, hospitals, liquid and solidwaste disposal and recycling sites, cemeteries, and
public utility facilities, including water and wastewater treatment facilities. This designation does not
preclude future facilities from being located outside areas designated Public Facilities. This d@nation is
both inside and outside of CGBs.

Density/Intensity: Density: 0. Intensity: Not Applicable (determined on a caséy-case basis)
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Table L1 Land Use Designations

Land Use Designation Residential Nonresidential = Located Inside/Outside
Density Intensity Community Growth Boundary

Agriculture A 1 DU/40 acres N/A Outside!

Rural Lands RL ;5;’204& 0.4 FAR Outside

Rural Residential RR 1 DU/510+acres | N/A Inside/Outside?

gigg:&:ﬂ G SR 1 DU/1-5 acres N/A Inside/Outside?®

Low-Density Residential | LDR | 1-7 DU/acre N/A Inside*

I\Rﬂsgigg:[a?nsny MDR | 6-9 DU/acre N/A Inside*

High-Density Residential | HDR | 10-22 DU/acre N/A Inside

Local Commercial CL 6-9 DU/acre® 0.5 FAR Inside/Outside?

Community Commercial | CC 10-22 DU/acre 2.0 FAR Inside/Outside?

Resort Commercial CR - 1.0 FAR Inside/Outside

Service Commercial CS -- 1.2 FAR Inside/Outside

Industrial I -- 1.5 FAR Inside/Outside

Resource Conservation RC 0 N/A Inside/Outside

Public Facilities PF 0 N/A Inside/Outside

! Agriculture is primarily outside CGBs; any future applications of the designations should be limited to areas outside
CGBs.

2 Rural Residential is primarily outside of CGBs, but some areas will be appropriate inside these boundaries. Refer to
the General Plan Land Use designation description for more information.

8 Suburban Residential Reserve, Local Commercial, and Community Commercial are allowed outside of the CGB in
limited instances. Refer to the General Plan Land Use designation description for more information.

4Low-Density Residential and MediumDensity Residential are primarily inside CGBs; any future applications of the
designations should be limited to areas within CGBs.

5 Where residential uses are allowed with a combining district.

LL-20 Lake County 2050 General Plan



Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal LL-LU-1

Balanced and orderly growth and conservation that preserve and promote a high quality of life, safe
community, conservation of resources, natural beauty and the recognitionand protection of the cultural
and historical heritage of the Koi NatiorSoutheastern Pomo, and other indigenous peoples

Policies

LL-LU-1.1
Preserve natural open space resources by concentrating development in existing communities,
clustering development, maintaining large lot sizes in agricultural areas, avoiding conversion of lands
currently used for agricultural production, and limiting deelopment in areas constrained by natural
hazards.

LL-LU-1.2
Encourage clusteringof allowable densities to reduce
development footprints; protect sensitive habitats, scenic
resources, natural features, and open spaces; and avoid
hazardous areas.

Some of the topics addressed under
this goal arealso covered in other
elements, including:

1 Open space and resource
LL-LU-1.3 conservationy addressed in the

Maintain distinct urban edges for all unincorporated Open Space, Conservation, and

communities, while creating a gradual transition between Recreation Element
urban uses and open space. 1 Water and wastewater
servicesy addressed in the
LL-LU-1.4 Public Facilities and Services
Ensure future amendments to the General Plan Land Use Element

map only allow development where it has access to
adequate water supply, wastewater treatment, and public
roadways; avoids steep terrain, sensitive natural resources,
and natural hazards; and provides ppropriate buffers with
agricultural land and other incompatible uses.

Natural hazardsy addressed in
the countywide Health and
Safety Element

LL-LU-1.5
Limit urban development to the areas within designated @mmunity Growth Boundaries, as shown in
Figures LI=2 and LL-3.

LL-LU-1.6
Consider development intensity in areas outside of @Gmmunity Growth Boundaries according to the
¢l Dekt WEHRORGQ! WaVYW eGGY!l qWsc¢cqll WeUT Wset qls ¢ qldl wolul
b D0t RgR21WIWUcqel ¢aWl 3t Yel #IJY AWe Ul W6 W Rkt W 2t HII
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LL-LU-1.7

Consult with the Koi Nation on discretionary development projec to protect and preserve areas with
known Tribal Cultural Resources.

LL-LU-1.8
Integrate Traditional Ecological Knowledge from the Koi Nation into resource conservation strategies,
including watershed management, forest management, and habitat restoration

Actions

LL-LU-1.a
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to include a provision that would exclude land lakeward of 7.79 Rumsey
from being used in the calculation of lot coverage.

LL-LU-1.b
Work with the Koi Nation to explore opportunities to integrate traditional stewardship practices and
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) into development review$and management, conservation,
restoration, recreation planning, and facility planning, siting, and operations.

Goal LL:-LU-2
Development patterns that support a sustainable lifestyleand integrate cultural stewardship.

Policies

LL-LU-2.1 Transportation-related topics discussed under this
Promote and practice the principles of goal, including transit access, active transportation,
smart growth. and vehicle miles traveled, are also addressed in the

Circulation Element.

LL-LU-2.2
Encourage infill development.

LL-LU-2.3 Smart growthsupports choice and
Encourage urban development that locates origins and opportunity by promoting efficient
destinations in close proximity to reduce vehiclerips and and sustainable land development,
enhance visual and pedestrian access. incorporates redevelopment patterns

that optimize prior infrastructure

LL-LU-2.4 investments, and consumes less
Encourage potential transit destinations, including land that is otherwise available for
employment centers, schools, personal services, agriculture, open space, natral
administrative and professional offices, and systems, and rural lifestyles.
social/recreational centers, to be clustered within a
convenient walking distance of one another and to a traris - American Planning Association,
Stop_ 2012
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LL-LU-2.5

Support the development of land uses with increased densities and mixed uses to reduce vehicle miles
traveled and promote walking, biking, and transit use.

LL-LU-2.6
Encourage and support preservation and planting of shade trees within theo@Gmunity Growth
Boundary, particularly in downtown Lower Lake.

Actions

LL-LU-2.a
Develop incentives to promote infill development.

LL-LU-2.b
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to establish a smart growth overlay zone that encourages higliemsity
housing, transitdriented development, and mixedse development and provides guidelines for
development and redevelopment in these zones.

LL-LU-2.c
Work collaboratively withthe Koi Nation to develop educational programs highlighting traditional
ecological practices, such as controlled burns and habitat stewardship, to inform sustainable
development policies.

Goal LL-LU-3

Cohesive and vibrant communities that preserve and celebrate their historic charactedesign heritage
and tribal cultural identity.

Policies

LL-LU-3.1
Recognize the unigue character and assets of each community in the Planning Area and support
efforts to strengthen and revitalize all communities.

LL-LU-3.2

Support efforts to enhance gateways and transitional zones around the Lower Lake community,
including the installation of gateway features, to make the community distinct and inviting for residents
and visitors.

LL-LU-3.3
Ensure future development within @mmunity Growth Boundaries is planned at a walkable,
neighborhood scale with a range of uses in close proximity and a safe pedestrian environment.

LL-LU-3.4
Promote the creation of community focal points and gathering places in the Lower Lake community.
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LL-LU-3.5
Encourage and support the arts in the Lower Lakelanning
Area with music and art installations, public art, and
programming throughout the community, prioritizing areas
that lack them.

Some of the topics addressed under
this goal arealso covered in other
elements or sections, including
historic preservation andTribal
LL-LU-3.6 Cultural Resources, which are
addressed in he Open Space,
Conservation, and Recreation
Element.

Encourage and support community and regional events
(e.g., outdoor concerts, art shows, farmergmarkets, races,
and festivals) and recreational activities to bolster
community pride and identification, including by engaging
in marketing efforts.

LL-LU-3.7
Encourage preservation of open areas within @nmunity Growth Boundaries to retain a rural character
and promote low intensities of development in areas separating communities to retain distinct
communities.

LL-LU-3.8
Review commercial and industrial development to ensure compatibility with the Lower Lake Area
Design Guidelines, to be developed undeAction LL-LU-3.c, consistent with Article 54, Design Review
Permit, of the Zoning Ordinance.

LL-LU-3.9
Maintain the character of established neighborhoods by preserving buildings and areas with special
and recognized historic, architectural, or aesthetic value. Ensure the design of new development and
remodels of existing structures are compatible with thecharacter of surrounding and adjacent
buildings, public spaces, and cultural and historic resources and require new development to
complement architecturally and historically significant buildings to protect the overall historic integrity
of the area.

LL-LU-3.10
Encourage the preservation and maintenance of existing native trees and the incorporation of native,
fire-resistant, and droughttolerant plants, including culturally significant species traditionally used by
the Koi Nation,in public spaces, street landscaping, andin new public and private developments.

LL-LU-3.11
Continue to fund code enforcement programs and periodically evaluate enforcement priorities based
on community needs.

LL-LU-3.12
EUHRY21l ¢nNUWeUT Wt 2 GGYI qWUn nYl qf WaqVYWG! YaVYqWe WNI 3¢ qld
urban design,Tribal, and cultural heritage.
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LL-LU-3.13

Recognize and incorporate Koi Nation heritage in public art, interpretive signage, community events,
and wayfinding throughoutthe Lower LakePlanning Area

Actions

LL-LU-3.a
Coordinate with local non-profit and other nongovernmental organizations toristall or maintain public
¢l que Ul WNeqls ¢! AWs ¢! nRUT RUNAWe UT WRUqWI Gl WgR21JW RN
sense of place; foster an understanding and appreciation for local history and culture, including tribal
culture; promote inclusivity; and improve the visual quality othe community.

LL-LU-3.b
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to eliminate redundancies in the design review process between the
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. This includes eliminating Article 53, Design Review Combining
District, instead relying onPolicy LL-LU-3.8 to ensure compatibility with the Lower Lake Area Design
Guidelines to be developed undeAction LL-LU-3.c, and revisions to Article 54, Design Review Permit,
as needed.

LL-LU-3.c
Work in collaboration with the community to prepare Design Guidelines for the Lower Lake Planning
| JeWqVYW e GGY!l qWeqaql ¢ #aqR2 W 1J2 WideYitE tand Gamiplédeidt dsq WIJ U 6 ¢
existing development, including historic structures.

LL-LU-3.d
Work with local preservation groups and community property owners to improve building facades and
exteriors, consistent with the historic and visual character of the surrounding area.

LL-LU-3.e
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow adaptive reuse of historic resources that preserves the integrity
of the resource while allowing for its ongoing use.

LL-LU-3.f
Prepare and publish an inventory of underutilized land and encourage adaptive reuse of these
properties.

LL-LU-3.g
Collaborate with the Koi Nation to create a heritage trail, interpretive exhibits, or other programming
that celebrates tribal history and presence.
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Goal LL-LU-4
Coordinated and effective planning over the life of this General Plan.

Policies

LL-LU-4.1
Ensure that permitting procedures and regulations are consistent, timely, and cogffective.

LL-LU-4.2

Coordinate growth and development with surrounding jurisdictions, the Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCO), and other agencies, as appropriate, to maintain open space between
communities and promote common goals.

LL-LU-4.3
Require that the sizes and shapes of new parcels will not compromise future land divisions.

LL-LU-4.4

The General Plan Update Environmental Impact Report (EIR) assumes the following maximum
development projections in the unincorporated county for the year 2050:

A 3,800 new dwelling units

A 986,700 square feet of new commercial and office space
A 393,000 square feet of new industrial space

If new development approved within the unincorporated county reaches the maximum number of
residential units and commercial/office and industrial square feet projected in the General Plan EIR,
require that the environmental review that is conducted for angubsequent development project

CTTI Ut WNI Ysq6WRAGGE At Wadeqlls Yedl WYHH2 Wnl YaLWwl 321
projections.
LL-LU-4.5

Conduct early and ongoing engagement with the Koi Nation in planning and permitting processes to
ensure development aligns with tribal cultural, environmental, and historical interests.

Actions

LL-LU4.a
Encourage potential developers to attend predevelopment meetings and work closely with
¢ GGl YGI ReqUWGe HIRAWE NWURRILY WaYWaYUL RT JI Ws 6 3qd6 11 Waq
and requirements and have adequate infrastructure.

LL-LU4.b
Track growth to ensure it does not exceed the development projections analyzed in the General Plan
EIR and described ifPolicy LL-LU-4.4 without subsequent environmental review.

.
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LL-LU4.c
Update the Zoning Ordinance to revise the development standards, where needed, to ensure
consistency with the density and intensity standards established in this General Plan, including for the
Suburban Residential Reserve and Rural Residential Districts.

LL-LU-4d
Update the Zoning Map to implement the land use map established in this General Plan, including to
rezone paper subdivisions to the Open Space district.

LL-LU-4.e
Consistent with State law, continue to conduct tribal cultural impact assessments in coordination with
local Tribal governmentsin discretionary permitting and General Plan amendment processes.

Goal LL-LU-5

A range of residential areas that accommodate the housing needs of all income groups with quality living
environments.

Policies
Community housing needs are
LL-LU-5.1 addressed comprehensively in the
Plan for and encourage a variety of housing types with a full ~ Housing Element. Additionally, the
range of affordability. Housing Action and Implementation
Plan serves as a manual with more
LL-LU-5.2 detailed strategies to address current
Develop housing in a manner that complements the small and forecasted housing need
town community identity and incorporates quality design, throughout Lake County.

consistent with the rural character of the Planning Area.

LL-LU-5.3
EURYzl ¢nRDUW W200YGaUNUqWYnWhs Yl tnYl RIJWEYet RUNK W6 ¢ q
affordable to individuals and families earning between 60 percent and 120 percent of the area median
income.

LL-LU-5.4
Encourage mediumdensity residential development that is compatible with the neighborhood
character within Community Growth Boundaries, is close to services, and where adequate
infrastructure is available or can be made available.

LL-LU-5.5
Encourage highdensity residential development (e.g., apartments and townhouses) within @nmunity
Growth Boundaries along collector roadways and transit routes and within walking distance of
schools, libraries, parks, shopping, and entertainment areas.
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LL-LU-5.6

Encourage and support efforts to develop affordable housing for older adults in the Lower Lake
#HYGGaURq! kt WHWIUql ¢awWwl 3t RT WUqR¢OWe!l 3¢ O

LL-LU-5.7
Promote development of affordable housing near public transit and essential services whenever
possible.

LL-LU-5.8
Encourage the development of housing for seniors and other Equity Priority Populations.

LL-LU-5.9
Continue to allow density bonuses for residential development projects that include affordable or
qualifying senior housing or incorporate energiefficient techniques exceeding State standards into the
project design, as specified in the Zoning Ordinance.

LL-LU-5.10
Protect residential neighborhoods from incompatible uses and activities that adversely affect public
health and safety, like industrial uses that produce hazardous waste.

LL-LU-5.11
Encourage innovative non-traditional housing designs and layouts in response to evolving housing
trends and needs.

Actions

LL-LU-5.a
Continue to support construction of affordable housing, including by pursuing State and federal
funding for affordable housing development

LL-LU-5.b
Develop incentives for affordable housing, in addition to density bonuses, to further encourage its
development.

LL-LU-5.c
Update the density bonus allowances in Article 27 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow a density bonus for
residential development projects that include affordable housing that is consistent with State law,
which offers a density bonus of up to 50 percent.

LL-LU-5.d
Update the density bonus allowances in Article 27 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow up to a 20 percent
density bonus for mixeduse residential development projects within a @mmunity Growth Boundary
that include an employmentinducing industrial or business park development component.
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LL-LU-5.e
Consider updating the density bonus process to minimize government obstacles to housing
development, consistent with State law.

LL-LU-5.f
Continue to promote the development of affordable, senior, and energegfficient housing by informing
developers of the benefits of density bonuses in preapplication conferences.

LL-LU-5.9
Develop objective design standards for residential and mixedise development to provide a
streamlined approval process; ensure compatibility with existing community character; and ensure
appropriate open space, buffers, and pedestrian improvements are praged.

LL-LU-5.h
Develop and maintain an inventory of Countppwned surplus lands with residential development
potential and post the inventory ona County website to inform developers of potential building
opportunities.

Goal LL:-LU-6

Commercial and mixed-use areas that serve community needs and support a robust local economy.

Policies

LL-LU-6.1 Economic development is addressed
Encourage centrally located businesses and services in in more detail in the Economic
places that conveniently serve residential areas and/or Development Element.

support revitalization or creation of town centers.

LL-LU-6.2
Encourage mixeduse development with commercial and residential components in the downtown
commercial area when adequate infrastructure is available or can be made available.

LL-LU-6.3

Encourage conversion of existing commercial areas to a mix of uses to reduce travel distances and
create neighborhoods that offer a variety of housing options.

LL-LU-6.4
Continue to allow parking reductions for residential use in mixedise areas where it can be
demonstrated that shared residential and commercial parking will not result in an unacceptable
impact on parking in the public rightof-way or oftstreet parking lds.

LL-LU-6.5
Encourage and support the establishment of more restaurants, retail, and other commercial services.

Lower Lake Planning Area Elements | Land Use LL-29



LL-LU-6.6
Encourage development of smaller neighborhooesupporting retail and services, including those
offering local agricultural sales, to meet the everyday shopping and personal needs of the surrounding
neighborhood.

LL-LU-6.7
Encourage development of larger regional commercial centers within @nmunity Growth Boundaries
that meet resident and visitor needs, such as supermarkets, restaurants, personal services, retail
sales, professional offices, medical services, and other complementary uses, as well as venues for
selling locally produced agricultural and related produds.

LL-LU-6.8
Discourage strip commercial development, allowing it only when alternative layouts are infeasible at
the project site.

LL-LU-6.9
Locate commercial service businesses, such as warehouses, repair services, and building materials
sales, away from housing, schools, and other sensitive receptors. Use the following criteria for siting
commercial service areas:

A Provide good access to highways or major collectors;
A Buffer existing or planned residential areas, schools, and other sensitive uses;

A Develop in depth rather than in a strip fashion along the access road to provide adequate room for
parking, buffering, and other needs; and

A Encourage development as integrated planned areas in conjunction with community commercial
areas or with common architectural and site development features.

LL-LU-6.10
Encourage members of the private sector to establish new commercial recreation opportunities and to
rehabilitate and restore older resorts, including destination resorts, lakefront resorts, dance halls,
health and athletic clubs, equestrian facilities, andrecreational camps.

LL-LU-6.11
Require proposals for budget retailers and discount chainso include a community meeting early in the
proposal process to gather input from community members and incorporate refinements to the
proposal in response to community concerns. Also require such projects to prepare an analysis of
economic and blight-inducement impacts of the proposed development on retail businesses in the
market area, employment, County revenues and services, and other relevant economic
considerations. The County may waive the guirement for this analysis if the new establishment is
nYa Ul WaYWYnniJl Wée¢ WGe AGTRAWHWDUWNRqWe UOT WRY WRUWecaRNUG W
development.

LL-LU-6.12
Encourage opportunities for indigenousowned businesses within mixeduse and commercial areas.
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Actions

LL-LU-6.a
Update regulations for cannabis retail uses to maintain setbacks from sensitive receptors, including
schools, parks, and residential neighborhoods.

LL-LU-6.b
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to diversify the types of resort uses allowed and conditionally permit
resort/recreational uses in commercial land use districts.

LL-LU-6.c
Devise and offer incentives for reconstruction and/or redevelopment of local historical resorts.

LL-LU-6.d
Develop a parking plan for downtown Lower Lake.
Goal LL-LU-7
Industrial areas that are compatible with their surrounding environment while supporting the economy.
Policies .
The Economic Development Elment
LL-LU-7.1 provides more comprehensive
Encourage a wide range of industrial development activities, 9uidance for supporting the local
prioritizing industries that create livingwage jobs that el
maximize the education, skills, and talents of county
residents.
LL-LU-7.2

Encourage development of visually attractive, carefully planned industrial parks and planned
developments in areas with suitable topography and adequate infrastructure.

LL-LU-7.3
Require new industrial or heavy commercial uses to be sited appropriately, on land with average
slopes not exceeding 20 percent and outside of a hazard zone, preferably served by public sewer and
water facilities and within a CGB.

LL-LU-7.4
Encourage industrial uses that use geothermal energy generated esite when compatible with
surrounding land uses.

LL-LU-7.5

Require a planned development process for permit approvals of any industrial or heavy commercial
uses of five acres or more in size.
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LL-LU-7.6
Require new industrial and heavy commercial uses to be designed to avoid adverse impacts to
adjacent uses, particularly residential neighborhoods, schools, and other sensitive uses, with respect

to air quality, noise, odor, vibration, and other impacts.

LL-LU-7.7
Require new industrial and commercial uses to have adequate setbacks for landscaping along SR 29

and SR 53.

LL-LU-7.8
Allow asphalt batch plants and similar processing facilities that are directly associated with the
development of a resource to be located at the source of the resource under the following criteria:

A Require a use permit;

A Prohibit any commercial or industrial uses that are not related to the processing of the resource;
and

A Require mitigation for impacts to surrounding land uses, the environment, and Lake County
watersheds to protect air, surface water, and groundwater quality

LL-LU-7.9
Consider including a requirement for consultation with Tribal governments to include Tribal Cultural

Resource analysis within the Cultural Resource Reports for discretionary projects.
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2050 General Plan

Circulation

An effective transportation networkpromotes health, safety, and weltbeing of all communitiesby
supporting:

1 Public health, in terms of how well it supportswalking, biking, equestrian travel, and access to food,
healthcare, public services, tribal community centers, and traditional gathering areas.

1 Safety, in terms of how efficiently community members are able to evacuate and first responders are
able to reach destinations during emergency events, as well as how safe the network is for all users.

1 Personal and community economic stability, in terms of how well it supports access to employment
opportunities, shopping, and services; distribution of locally produced products; and the ability of
qVYeal Rt qt WqVYLWe HAIIL + Ubglddidditibal BuRuvaltgutistilc a | ¢ HqRY Ut

1 Equity, in terms of how easily community members of all ages, abilities, and income levels can access
their daily needs.

1 Environmental quality,in terms of the amount of greenhouse gas (GHG) and air pollutasmitting
vehicle milesthat are driven by both personal automobiles and trucks, and the availability of electric
vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure or other amenities to support the use attive transportation and
high occupancyvehicles.

1 Financial soundness,such that the community can afford to operate and maintain the network in a
state of good repair with existing revenue sources and that any expansion has complete funding for
capital costs and its longterm operations and maintenance (O&M) costs.

This Circulation Element aims to provide a transportation
network that moves people and goods in and around the
Lower Lake Planning Areaonveniently and with minimal
risk of injury. The Lower LakPlanning | 1J¢ Kkt WHRI Ha 0 ¢
network is highly dependent on highway transportation.
There is limited pedestrian, bicycle, and equestrian
infrastructure, and, as with many rural communities, the
Planning Area does not have extensive transit services.
However, this eement serves to optimize mobility options
for bicyclists, pedestrians, equestrians, and transit
dependent populations, like older adults, to the extent
possible. The element also aims to support safe routes to
school and access to key destinations, including
opportunities for recreation.

N Y Gt

The Circulation Element supports mobility

e o iese diving, weEling ame B The following sections describe the existing and planned

roadway network, including goods movement, active
transportation and transit networks, and aviation travel options, followed by emerging trends in circulation.
The element concludes with a comprehensive set of goals, policies, and actions to optimize these
networks in the years to come.
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Roadway Network

Existing Roadway Facilities

Highways, roads, and streets are classified based on their functionality (i.e., the role they play in the overall
roadway network). The Lower Lake Planning Area circulation network features local roads and streets,
collectors, and arterials depicted inFigures L4 (Existing Countywide Roadway Functional Classification)s
and LL-5 (Existing Lower Lake Planning Area Roadway Functional Classificatigrifable LI-2 describes

major roadways in the Lower Lake Planning Area by their functional classification afidble LL-3 shows

Lake Countyroad standards by functional classification.

Two primary highways underpim; 6 J WA &G ¢ UURUL
roadway system, State Route (SR) 29 and SR 53. SR 29

a two-lane principal arterial providing access to the
Lower LakePlanningArea from Middletown to the south
and the Kelseyville and Rivieras Planning Areas to the
west. SR 53 is a fouftane principal arterial that reaches
its terminus in the community of Lower Lake at the
intersection of Main Street and SR 29 and continues
north to intersect with SR 20 north of Clearlake. Major
collectors in the Planning Area include Main Street,
Morgan Valley Road, Seigler Canyon Roaalhd Point
Lakeview Road. Main Street runs easb west and
intersects with SR 29 where it merges with SR 53 in the
center of Lower Lake. Main Street turns into Morgan
Valley Road on the western edge of the community.
Seigler Canyon Road connects with SR 29 to the north
and runs outh towards Seigler Springs and Bonanza
Springs in the adjacent Cobb Mountain Planning Area.
Point Lakeview Road intersects with SR 29 to the south
and runs north towards the adjacent Rivieras Planning
Area.Other roadways in the Planning Area are minor
collectors and local County-maintained roads (also
called County roads or CRs).
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Roadway Classifications

Local roads and streetsprimarily provide
traffic movement within neighborhoods and
are generally lowspeed, low-volume roads.

Collectors (major orminor) provide access
between low-speed/low-volume local
streets and highspeed/high-volume
arterials. As their name implies, minor
collectors collect traffic from the local
streets and distribute it to the arterial
system or to the smaller urban areas that
they directly serve. Major collectors provide
circulation between neighborhoods.

Arterials (rincipal or minor) primarily link
cities and towns within and outside the
state. Arterial roadways typically have two
or more lanes and allow the highest speeds
of any roadway functional class.



Figure L4 Existing Countywide Roadway Functional Classifications
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Table LL-2

Functional Road Classifications for Major Roadways in the Planning Area

Function ‘ Number ‘ Name Limits

Principal Arterial SR 29 Highway 29 County Line to SR 20
Principal Arterial SR 53 Highway 53 SR 291to SR 20

Major Collector CR 140 Main Street/Morgan Valley Road| SR 53 to County Line

Major Collector CR 137 Seigler Canyon Road SR 29 to Siegler Springs Road
Minor Collector CR 219 Point Lakeview Road SR 29 to Soda Bay Road

CR = County Road; SR = State Route; NA = Not Applicable

Table L-3 Lake County Road Standards

Standards Principal Minor Arterial Major Minor
Arterial Collector Collector

Speed Limit 60 MPH 50 MPH 40 MPH 30 MPH 20 MPH
Number of Lanes 2-4 2-4 2 2 2
Lane Width 12 ft 12 ft 12 ft 11 ft 10 ft
Rightof-Way Width 60 ft 60 ft 50 ft (minimum) | 50 ft 40 ft
Maximum Grade 12% 12% 12% 12% 16%

ft = feet; MPH = miles per hour

Lake County 2050 General Plan
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Figure L5 Existing Lower Lake Planning Area Roadway Functional Classifications
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Level of Service

Traffic in Lake County fluctuates significantly by season due to the influx of tourists to the area in the
summer months. While State facilities accommodate the highest volumes of traffic, Main Street in the
community of Lower Lake alsdbecomes busier during the summer(over 3,400 vehicles daily).

Level of service (LOS) is used as a quantitative measure of roadway conditions based on the quality of their
ql ¢nnNRAEWYGWI ¢qRYUL Wnl YaWe Wl 1 R21JI kKt WGWI + GUHqR2 IJIOWX § E
volume, speed, convenience, and capadiy.

LOS is generally defined as followsinder peak hour conditions (e.g., 7to 8 a.m. or 5to 6 p.m.)

1 LOS Arepresents free-flow travel with an excellent level of comfort and convenience and the freedom
to maneuver.

1 LOS Bnas stable operating conditions, but the presence of other road users causes a noticeable,
though slight, reduction in comfort, convenience, and maneuvering freedom.

1 LOS Chas stable operating conditions, but the operation of individual users is substantially affected by
the interaction with others in the traffic stream.

1 LOS Drepresents high-density, but stable flow. Users experience severely restricted speed and
freedom to maneuver, with poor levels of comfort and convenience.

1 LOS Eepresents operating conditions at or near capacity. Speeds are reduced to a low, but relatively
uniform, value. Freedom to maneuver is difficult with users experiencing frustration and poor comfort
and convenience. Unstable operation is frequent, and minodisturbances in traffic flow can cause
breakdown conditions.

1 LOS Fepresents congested conditions where traffic operates well below posted speeds, delays
accumulate at intersections, and queuing forms at bottleneck locations. This condition exists
wherever the volume of traffic exceeds the capacity of the roadway. Travel times beoe less reliable
under LOS F conditions and drivers start adding buffer time to their trips to ensure being on time to
appointments.

These definitions of LOS are contained in the Highway Capacity Man{edCM). HCM methodology is the
prevailing measurement standard currently throughout the United States.

LOS expectations are used to determine specific roadway types and sizes (e.g., functional classification

and number of lanes). Providing betteL OSconditions comes with higher costs and other tradeoffs like
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environmental goals. Stable LOS E conditions represent the most efficient use of the roadway space since

the public roadway is operating near its capacity.

As part of the Lake County 2050 General Plan update 2825 analysis of existing circulation conditions
evaluated LOS for several roadways in the countpll County-owned roadways studied in the Lower Lake
Planning Area operate at aaily LOS of A. However, several Statewned facilities, including SR 29 through
the Lower Lake community, operate at an average daily LOS of E.
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Vehicle Miles Traveled

If the number of residents, workers, and visitors increase in the county over time, more driving will occur.

While some driving in and through the county is inevitable given the long distances between destinations in

the county, the County and other agena@s can take actions to concentrate growth within and near denser

areas to help reduce the length of trips and to increase the viability of walking, bicycling, or taking transit.

For example, the developed communities depicted ifFigure L1 are areas wherdand uses can be

located near enough to support walking or biking as a viable mode of transportation, thus reducing vehicle

miles traveled (VMT)VMT is a metric that accounts for the number of vehicle trips generated and the
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and other objectives, including the encouragement of public transitinfill development, and promotion of

active transportation for public health. Though Lake County recognizebe importance of these objectives,
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VMT and GHG reduction through public transit or large mixease development projects.

VMT can be measured with a variety of

methods and using multiple metrics. This Truck Route Classifications

General Plan relies on VMT estimates and

forecasts from the LakeMendocino travel — Truck route classifications are based on the allowable size
demand model to assess planning goals and design specifications of truck tractors or semitrailers.

and environmental impacts.
Terminal Access Routesallow STAA%rucks, which include

Gooads Movement semitrailers up to 53 feet long that meet several other
conditions regarding distance between axles.
Many businesses and residents in the

Lower LakeP|anningArea rely on goods California Legal Routesallow California Legal trucks, which
movement for deliveries and importing or  include truck tractors with total lengths of up to 65 feet
exporting products. Goods in the Lower (truck and semitrailer combined) or double trailers of up to
Lake Planning Area are primarily 75 feet.

transported along SR 29 and SR 53, which L ] o
are Surface Transportation Assistance Act California Legal Advisory Routesalso allow California Legal

(STAA) terminal access routesFigure LL-6 trucks but provide additional travel advisories for trucks that
} 6Vst WqWoYeUq! k4 LW exceed posted kingpinto-rear-axle lengths due to roadway

routes to accommodate large vehicles, turning radii.

including for goods movement. . . . .
grorg Special Restriction Routesrestrict certain trucks based on

Planned Roadway Network vehicle length or weight, cargo type, or number of axles

Improvements *An STAA truck is one allowed to operate on the national
_ network of highways due to theSurface Transportation
The 2022 Lake County Regional Assistance Act(STAA of 1982, which permits larger and

Transportation Plan (RTP) is a State and
federally mandated plan for
transportation improvements in the

heavier trucks to use certain federallyaided highways,
including the Interstate system andspecific primary routes.
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county. The RTP is updated every four years by the Lake Area Planning Council for Lake County. The RTP is
required to include a list of prioritized transportation improvement projects that are financially constrained

or that have funding earmarked for thgroject as well as those that are financially unconstrained, meaning
they do not have funding earmarked and do not have a specific timeline for implementation.

All planned roadway projects must undergo environmental review to identify potential project impacts to
ecological, archeological, Tribal, and cultural resources, as well asvMTand otherimpacts and establish
measures to avoid or mitigate against impacts during the project implementation phaséNew
transportation projects must also undergo tribal consultation toidentify and protect sacred sites,
traditional use areas, burial sites, and archaeological resources. Mitigation measures, alternative
alignments, and culturally sensitive design practices should be implemented where impacts cannot be
avoided.

Figure L7t 6 Y5t W6 W9 Ye Uq! Kkt WGGc¢UOUNT AWnRUcUHRecGO! WRYUt ql
RTP. The most significant of these is the Konocti Corridor roadway project along the stretch of SR 29

between the communities of Lower Lake and Kelseyville to the weghis project will widen SR 29 from a

two-lane highway to a foudane divided highway with controlled access, and widen the roadway shoulder

in several locations. The project is designed to address current safety concerns and accommodate both

existing and projected traffic volumes. As oépring 2025, the westernmost 3.2mile section of the project

has been completed. SR 29through the community of Lower Lake and through the Planning Area south of

Lower Lake is also planned for roadway shoulder widening and safety improvements.
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Figure L6
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Figure L7 Lower Lake Area Planned Roadway Network
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Active Transportation

Active transportation is defined as the transport of people or goods through nemotorized means, based
around human physical activity. Most of the Lower Lake Planning Area lacks active transportation facilities,
such as sidewalks, crosswalks, and bicycldanes, though there are several exceptions, as notedere. The
Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Element includes information about recreational trails.

Existing Pedestrian Facilities

The downtown commercial center of thecommunity of Lower Lake has sidewalks and marked crosswalks
along Main Street. However, sidewalks and crosswalks do not exist along the neighborhoods connecting to
the downtown Lower Lake commercial area. Lake Street and Winchester Street, where Lower L&kgh
School and W.C. CarleContinuation High School are located, also lack sidewalks. Only a short segment

on SR 53 directly north of Main Street has sidewalks.

Existing Bicycle Facilities

The California Streets and Highways Code Bikeway Classifications

Section 890.4 establishes three primary

bikeway classifications, described in the text Shared-Use Path (Class l)also called bike paths,
box. In addition to those listed, Class IV these facilities provide a fully separated, paved
Separated Bikeways are classified in the facility for the exclusive use of bicyCIGS and
California Vehicle Code. Only a few Class II pedestrians. Shareduse paths have minimal cross
facilities exist in the community of Lower Lake.  flow with motorists and are typically located along
There are no existing Class | or Class Ill bike ~ landscaped corridors.

facilities in the Planning Area. There are Class
and lll facilities proposed for parts of the
Planning Area. These are described in the later
subsection discussing planned active
transportation improvements.

Bike Lane (Class lIare on-street facilities that use
striping, stencils, and signage to denote preferential
or exclusive use by bicyclists. Bike lanes are
contiguous with motor vehicle travel lanes and should
provide a minimum standard width of five feet for

Existing Equestrian Facilities comfortable riding.

Bike Route (Class lll)a route for bicyclists designated
by signs or optional pavement markings where
bicyclists travel on the shoulder or share a lane with
motorists. Bike routes are typically utilized on low
speed and lowvolume streets to connect bike lanes
or paths along coridors that do not have enough
space for dedicated Class | or Il facilities.

While no equestrian facilities have been
identified in the planning area, nornvehicular
methods of transportation, including
equestrian facilities, are also important
planning components for the community area
of Lower Lake. Moreover, Lake County
residents have expressed strong support for
expanding nonvehicular transportation
options, including walking, biking, and horseback riding. Equestrian facilities are seen as an important part
of the community's rural character and recreational opportunities, and esidents have emphasized their
value in promoting connectivity, outdoor access, and sustainable transportation alternatives.
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Planned Active Transportation Improvements
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active forms of transportation in the community. The 2022 Active Transportation Plan identifies several

planned but unfunded pedestrian improvements abng Lake Street in the Lower Laklanning Area This is

listed in the RTP as a longerm (10-20 years) project.

Table LL4 lists the planned bicycle facilities in the Lower Lakélanning | J¢ Wnl Y& Waqé W9 Ye Uq!
Active Transportation Plan. These projects are all financially unconstrained.

Table L4  Planned Bicycle Facilities

Class Roadway From

[l Big Bear Rad Winchester Steet Copsey Creek Way 0.6
1 Bonham Road Morgan Valley Rad Quarterhorse Lane 0.3
1 Copsey Creek Way Big Bear Rad Quarterhorse Lane 0.1
[l Quarterhorse Lane Copsey Creek Way Bonham Road 0.2
[l Mill Street Main Steet Winchester Steet 0.1
1] Winchester Steet Mill Street Endof Winchester Street | 0.3
[l Morgan Valley Rad Lake Steet Bonham Road 1.1
Il Morgan Valley Rad Bonham Road County Line 12.9
1 Perini Phad Big Canyon Rad Seigler Canyon lRad 5.2
Il Second Steet Lake Steet Mill Street 0.2
I Seigler Canyon Rad Loch Lomond Pad SR 29 5.0
Il Main Steet SR 29/53 Lake Street 0.2

Source: County of Lake, 2022Lake County Regional Transportation PlgnCounty of Lake 2022, Active Transportation
Plan.

Figure LI8 shows future bicycle and pedestrian facility improvements planned in the Lower Lake Planning
Area. All projects are currently unfunded. The County or other responsible agencies are actively seeking
funding, but if none is identified, projects may not be deeloped.
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Figure L8 Lower Lake Area Existing and Planned Active Transportation Facilities
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Transit

Existing Transit Service

Lake Transit Authority (LTA) provides public transit services throughout Lake County and operates
connecting routes to intercity and regional bus services in adjacent Napa and Mendocino Counti¢see

Figure LL9). In the Lower Lake Planning Area, LTA operates two routes, Route 3 that runs along SR 29
(south of Main Street) and SR 5&4@rth of Main Street), and Route 4 extending west along SR 29 from Main
Street to the adjacent Rivieras Planning Area. Route 3 starts at the Walmart shopping center in the Gity
Clearlake and runs south along SR 29, circling around the Lower Lake downtown area and continuing south
to Napa County where it ends at Adventist Health St. Helena Hospital in Deer Park. Route 4 connects
Lower Lake to Clearlake in the north and to thRivieras, Kelseyville, and Lakeport Planning Areas to the
west, ending in the City of Lakeport. Route 3 runs four daily roundtrips Monday through Friday, with limited
trips on the weekends. Route 4 runs Monday through Fridays from 6:80m. to 6:58 p.m.

In addition to the two fixed routes, LTA offers Diad-Ride and MediLinks services, though these are
currently only available inthe City of Clearlake/Lower Lake and City of Lakeport. LTA offers Flex Stop
service in areas not served by Diah-Ride, where the bus will travel up to one mile beyond its regular route
to drop passengers off at a curbside location, benefiting residents in thPlanning Area living within a mile
of the LTA line.

Medi-Links provides nonemergency medical transportation throughout Lake County as well as oof-

county destinations such as DeerPark/St. Helena, Napa, Santa Rosa, Ukiah, Willits, and the Sacramento
and San Francisco Bay areas. Mediinks is a shared ride service and must be arranged at least seven days
prior to a medical appointment.

Planned Transit Improvements

As noted, the Lower Lakd’lanningArea is currently served by two fixed routes, Route 3 and Route 4, along
with the Flex Stop service. The 2023 Lake County Transit Development Plan does not propose any changes
to these routes. However, the RTP identifies some financially constrained trarismprovement projects like
bus stop amenity improvements, operations facility/fueling infrastructure expansion, and purchase of new
transit vehicles. Note that RTPs often contain optimistic funding projections that may ridoe consistent

with current financial realities.

Aviation

There are no public airports in the Lower Lake Planning Area but there are several private airfields. The
nearest public airports are Lampson Field in th&elseyvillePlanning Area and AngwiParrett Field in Napa
County.
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Emerging Trends

Technologicaladvancements have contributed to new options for moving people and goods around Lake
County; these include:

1 Commercial ride-sharing services (e.g., Uber, Lyft)

1 Food and grocery delivery services (e.g., Grubhub, Uber Eats, DoorDash, or independent restaurants
and grocery stores offering their own delivery services)

1 Electric vehicles (EV) (e.g., cars, bikes, and scooters)

Ride-sharing services offer residents, workers, visitors, and students the choice to travel by automobile to
their desired destinations. Given the distances between origins and destinations in Lake County, this
service offers oneof the fastest travel time options in the county for those that do not have access to a
private vehicle, cannot drive, or prefer not to drive. These services contribute to countywide VMT and
emissions but also offer access to a wide variety of destinationdhat would otherwise be dfficult to

access.

Food and grocery delivery services similarly offer more options for community members to meet their
needs, while being cost prohibitive to some. In some cases, coordinated online shopping and @emand
delivery can reduce VMT compared with kstore shopping, but the reduction depends on other factors.

Electric vehicles help reduce GHG emissions, but they still contribute to vehicle congestion and delay.
Currently, thereare no locations in the Lower Lake Planning Area that offer public EV charging. This
Circulation Element includes policies that support installation of EV charging infrastructure as feasible.

Other transportation technologies may use the Lake County transportation network in the coming years,
including autonomous vehicles (AVs), also known as selfiriving cars and trucks. As of 2025, AVs are being
tested but are not yet in widespread use, though many predict that they will be by 2050. AVs would lower
the cost of vehicle travel, which could contribute to sprawl andyreater levels of vehicle use. However, they
could also lower the risk of collisions from human factors like driving under the influgce, falling asleep,
being distracted, and speeding and would allow more people that do not have access to private vehicles to
travel more frequently at automobile speeds. In anticipation of AVs, this General Plan focuses on
supporting growth suitable to he rural character of Lake County.
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Figure L9 Lower Lake Planning Area Transit Service and Facilities
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Costs and Revenues

Transportation costs and funding are important considerations for the General Plan. The Circulation

Element should be financially constrained for capital, operations, and maintenance costs. As such, this

element needs to include appropriate policies and ations that will align transportation network
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transportation network to accommodate new growth will depend on its ability to fully pay for the ongoing

operation and maintenance of the network.
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maintenance projects aimed at improving the existing transportation infrastructure. Funding relies on
multiple sources, such as State and federal gants and the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account.

The County does not have sufficient funding to maintain the existing network in a state of good repair. A
good example of the current challenge is the cost and funding of pavement. This is one of the larger
maintenance costs for the County and does not inluide other transportation infrastructure or services
such as transit services and facilities, sidewalks, bike paths, signals, markings, signs, or storm drains.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal LI-C-1
Effective intergovernmental communication and cooperation on transportation issues.

Policies

LL-C-1.1
Coordinate with the incorporated Cities of Clearlake and Lakeport on regional transportation planning
to support the goals of the Regional Transportation Plan.

LL-C-1.2
Maintain a cooperative relationship withthe California Department of Transportation Caltrans) to
provide maintenance and safety improvements on State highways.

Actions

LL-C-1.a
Work with Caltrans and other transportation agencies to maintain the Regional Transportation Plan,
identify funding priorities, and develop an expenditure plan for available transportation funds in
accordance with federal, State, and regional transportatia planning and programming procedures.

LL-C-1.b
Work with local agencies to identify road improvement opportunities
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LL-C-1.c
Maintain working relationships with transportation agencies in the region to ensure coordination of
road improvements, data exchange on projected traffic impacts, and County participation in regional
transportation planning activities.

LL-C-1d
Work with Lake County Transit to expand Diad-Ride services, particularly for Equity Priority
Populations.

LL-C-1.e
Support effortsto ensure transportation provider services are onlineaccessible to enhance utilization
of current transit providers for outof-county transportation needs.

Goal LL-C-2

A unified, coordinated, and cosiefficient road and highway system that is safe, uncongested, and
efficient.

Policies

LL-C-2.1
Plan and construct a road network to accommodate projected growth in traffic volumes resulting from
residential, commercial, industrial, and other development.

LL-C-2.2
Maintain, and improve where feasiblethe road system to reduce traffic accidents, improve
circulation, and maintain or improve its physical condition, in conformance with the priorities and
recommendations established in the Regional Transportation Plan.

LL-C-2.3
When undertaking roadway improvements, prioritize maintenance and safety, considering both public
reports and internal expertise and data.

LL-C-2.4
Prioritize roadway improvement or maintenance projects as follows:

A Priority One: Urgent ProjectsProjects of an urgent nature that are clearly needed to protect the
health and safety of the traveling public, such as imminent bridge or roadbed failure.

A Priority Two: Safety ProjectsProjects that are intended to reduce the number and severity of
collisions in a particular location.

A Priority Three: Reconstruction/Maintenance ProjectsProjects that involve ongoing maintenance,
rehabilitation, and reconstruction requirements to preserve the existing bridge and road network.

A Priority Four: Capacity ImprovementsProjects that involve operational improvements to the
existing road network that increase service efficiency and capacity.
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A Priority Five: New Construction ProjectsProjects that involve construction of a new bridge or road.
New County construction projects will receive higher priority when they accommodate
development in locations within reasonable proximity to employment and shopping centers and
encourage energy coservation in the transportation sector.

LL-C-2.5
Work with Caltrans to support maintenance and improvements to Caltrangnanaged roadways to
support these roadways operating at LOS D or better.

LL-C-2.6
To maintain traffic flow and minimize potential collisions, only allow access from individual parcels to
highways and arterials when access to lower road classifications is not feasible, as determined by the
County.

LL-C-2.7
Require roadway facilities constructed or used by new development to comply with the Lake County
Road Standards Table LL-3).

LL-C-2.8
Require new roads in residential areas to:

A Be designed to avoid cutthrough traffic through the residential area.

A Be paved when serving more than four lots.

A Be improved with processed gravel at a minimum when serving four or fewer lots at densities less
than one dwelling unit per five acres.

A Offer adequate righthfZvay to contain road improvements for dedication.

LL-C-2.9
Work withthe California Highway Patrol and Lake County Sheriff to limit truck traffic to designated
truck routes, as shown inFigure LL-6.

LL-C-2.10
Support the formation of maintenance districts to fund road maintenance and improvements in a
manner consistent with County standards and when there is demonstrated community support.

Actions

LL-C-2.a
Implement and maintain the Capital Improvement Plan to ensure it continues to meet the needs of the
Lower LakePlanningArea as they evolve.
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LL-C-2.b
Improve and construct roads to the Lake County Road Standards, as shownTable LI-3. Use the
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards, Caltrans
standards, and County expertise to inform any revisions to the Lake County Road Standards.

LL-C-2.c
Explore options to implement a traffic mitigation fee that would apply to new development and/or
subdivisions for the maintenance of existing County roads

LL-C-2.d
Implement vehicle weight limit restrictions on roadways near sensitive uses, like schools and
residential neighborhoods, to discourage cutthrough truck traffic.

LL-C-2.e
Pursueall available sources of funding and protect existing sources of funding for the development,
improvement, and maintenance of the existing roadway system.

LL-C-2.f
Consult local Tribal governmentswhen reviewing capital improvements forTribal Cultural Resource
impacts.

LL-C-2.g9
Pursueopportunities for native plant restoration and habitat protection along rightsof-way and
medians.

Goal LL-C-3

A transportation network that accommodates new development while reducing pecapita VMT and GHG
emissions and promotes environmental protections and stewardship.

Policies
reomplete Streetsis an approach to
LL-C-3.1 o _ planning, designing, building, operating,
Incorporate complete streets principles and practices and maintaining streets that enables safe

into the planning, design, and construction of access for all people who need to use
circulation network improvements to accommodate all  {hem including pedestrians, bicyclists
network users, including people walking, biking, and motorists and transit riders of all ages and
riding transit. abilities.

LL-C-3.2

o _ - Smart Growth America, 2025
Lead and encourage activities to design and construct

streets to support connectivity and promote pedestrian comfort and safety by including appropriate
amenities, such as sidewalks on both sides of the street, shade trees, public benches, and pedestrian
scale lighting, when feasible, prioritizing downtown Lwer Lake.
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LL-C-3.3

Encourage vehicle trip reduction through home Air quality, a topic closely related to
occupations and telecommuting. VMT and GHG emissions, is covered
in the countywide Health and Safety
LL-C-3.4 Element.

Encourage regional employers to provide employees with

options and incentives to use alternative modes of transportation to work or to otherwise reduce VMT
(e.g., transit subsidies, bicycle facilities, ridesharing, alternative work schedules, telecommuting, and
preferential parking for carpools).

LL-C-3.5
Require new land use development projects to reduce VMT through feasible California Air Pollution
Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) omsite VMT reduction strategies.

LL-C-3.6
Support transitioning onrroad vehicles, including personal, business, government, and public transit
fleets, to electric power from renewable sources or other zer@mission fuels.

LL-C-3.7
Support efforts to buildEVcharging stations at employment and community destinations, as allowed
by market conditions.

LL-C-3.8
Encourage the use ofoad construction methods that reduce air, water, and noise pollution associated
with road and highway development.

LL-C-3.9
Avoid locating roadways on naturally occurring asbestos whenever feasible alternative locations exist.
If locating a roadway on asbestos is unavoidable, ensure adequate construction and surfacing with
nonzasbestos materials in compliance with local and State requirements.

LL-C-3.10
Evaluate impacts to tribal cultural sitesand consult with local Tribal governments when planning
street, transit, and roadway projects that could impact tribal cultural sites.

Actions

LL-C-3.a*
Adopt and maintain a VMT environmental threshold and development project screening process based
on the Lake Area Planning Council Senate Bill 743 Vehicle Miles Traveled Regional Baseline Study.

LL-C-3.b*
Require new development with the potential to increase VMT, to prepare a VMT analysis and to reduce
VMT through feasible California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA)-site VMT
reduction strategies, as needed, to be consistentwiththe & 2 Uq! kt WeT YGq T Wé ~NLWad !l I
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LL-C-3.c
Develop a program to encourage trigreduction measures among County employees using various
strategies, such as transit and/or carpool/vanpool subsidies, bicycle facilities, alternative work
schedules, ridesharing programs, telecommuting options, employee education, and preferential
parkingfor carpools/vanpools.

LL-C-3.d
Encourage carpooling by providing information to community members about parknd-ride locations
and available programs.

LL-C-3.e
Amend Article 46 of the Zoning Ordinance to creatéVcharging and parking requirements for new
development (e.g., oneEVspace per every 15 norEVspaces and one charging station for large
development based on square footage).

LL-C-3.f
Encourage and supportannual maintenance to unpaved rural, ranch, and fire roads.

LL-C-3.g9
Coordinate with local Tribal governmentswhen sitingpublic EV chargingnfrastructure, roads, or
transit facilities.

Goal LI-C-4
A transportation system that protects human life.

Policies

LL-C-4.1
Implement a safe systems approach to designing the transportation network for all users; this
approach acknowledges that people make mistakes and focuses on roadway design and operational
changes to create safe streets.

LL-C-4.2
Strive to eliminate fatal and serious injuries for all road users by 2050 through a holistic view of the
roadway system that includes provisions that account for human error, recognize vulnerable road
users, such as pedestrians and bicyclistsand promote redundant and proactive safety measures.

LL-C-4.3
Require safety improvements, such as reflective signage and street lighting (where appropriate) to
reduce the likelihood of collisions during any roadway infrastructure improvement process.

LL-C-4.4
Consistent with the Regional Transportation Plan, implement trafficalming and safety improvements
COYUNWEq¢c qUWERNEs ¢! W INGWUqt WadcecaqlWne UrqRYULWEt Waé 1J
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LL-C-4.5
When modifying the transportation network, consider opportunities to expand emergency access so
that all residential areas have at least two means of emergency access.

LL-C-4.6
Promote slow travel in neighborhoods through installation of infrastructure associated with reduction
in crash risk, such as marked crosswalks, new lighting, and improved intersection controls.

LL-C-4.7
Pursue funding for a Safe Routes to School program and implement improvements, such as traffic
calming measures and highvisibility sidewalks and crosswalks.

LL-C-4.8
Regulate the location of private airfields and heliports to protect public safety and minimize impacts on
nearby residents and other sensitive uses.

LL-C-4.9
Engagelocal Tribal governmentsin safety planningand emergency access identification.

Actions

LL-C-4.a
Identify safety corridors and areas that generate high ~ Asafety corridoris a roadway segment
concentrations of bicyclists and/or pedestrians. In within an overall roadway network where

these areas, use evidencebased strategies, including the highest number of serious injury and
strategies identified in the United States Department of ~ fatality crashes occur.

NI ¢ Ut GYl q¢ qRY Uk t U ®largtq I N R
develop safety measures specific to those areas that
are intended to eliminate traffic fatalities, with an
emphasis on preventing fatalities of bicyclists,
pedestrians, and users of other micromobility devices.

- California VVehicle Code Section
22358.7(a)(1)

LL-C-4.b
Engagelocal Tribal governmentswhen developing safety measures for highisk corridors near tribal
lands.
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Goal LL-C-5

A safe and efficient public transportation system that offers a convenient alternative to the private
cCeqYOUQYARGUAWI UT e®IIt W YeTsce! WRYOUNW qRYUAWe UT Wa WWaqt Wa

Policies

LL-C-5.1
Support public transportation programs that promote access to shopping, employment, education,
health care, and recreation.

LL-C-5.2
Support the continuation and coordination of transportation programs provided by social service
agencies, particularly those serving older adults, individuals with disabilities, and other Equity Priority
Populations.

LL-C-5.3
Support Lake Transit Authority on improvements to fixedoute bus and diala-ride services, including
expanding the service area, providing more frequent buses at key times of the day, and improving
transit amenities, such as bus shelters, benches, and wdaijnding signage at bus stops.

LL-C-5.4
Prioritize support for the following transit service efforts outlined in the Regional Transportation Plan
and Lake County Transit Development Plan:

A Provide new and improve existing transportation services for older adults, individuals with access
and functional needs, lowincome individuals and/or other vulnerable populations;

A Provide intercommunity services between communities in the Planning Area and throughout the
county; and

A Expand intercity transit carriers, particularly to Ukiah and the Bay Area

LL-C-5.5
Encourage transit access and compatibility during the review and approval process for industrial,
commercial, and residential development.

LL-C-5.6
Encourage bus stops at key destinations, population centers, and/or along arterials and collectors to
facilitate public transit use.

LL-C-5.7
Engagelocal Tribal governmentsin planning routes and transit services, particularly for elders and
community centers.
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Actions

LL-C-5.a
Cooperate with the Lake Area Planning Council, Lake Transit Authority, and other related agencies in
studying transit needs and developing an implementation program for public transportation services in
the county.

LL-C-5.b
Explore opportunities to improve Lake Transit Authority services to Planning Area residents during
updates to the Lake County Transit Development Plan, including regional connections to major
destinations like the Sacramento International Airport.

LL-C-5.c
Update the Transit Development Plan with input fronfocal Tribal governmentsto include tribal
community needs.

Goal LL-C-6

A continuous and easily accessible active transportation system that facilitates safe, equitable, and
connected walking, biking, and micromobility options.

Policies

LL-C-6.1
Construct new and maintain and improve existing pedestrian and bicycle facilities, consistent with the
countywide Active Transportation Plan, as funding is available

LL-C-6.2
Incorporate facilities for nondnotorized users, such as sidewalks and bike routes, when constructing
or improving roadway facilities and when reviewing new development proposals.

LL-C-6.3
Require bicycle lanes, multiuse paths, and sidewalks in conjunction with road improvement projects,
as feasible. Develop, as funds become available, Class Il bicycle lanes and multiuse paths on new
collector and arterial streets.

LL-C-6.4
Require facilities for nonmotorized users, such as sidewalks and bike routes, for subdivisions with a
density of one or more dwelling units per acre. Required facilities should be commensurate with the
impacts of the project, consistent with local and regonal plans, and provide for infrastructure that
integrates circulation and recreational use and aligns with surrounding development.

LL-C-6.5
Require new residential and commercial development to incorporate bike lanes and sidewalks, as
appropriate.
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LL-C-6.6
Require public and private development projects to include bicycle access and safe bicycle parking
facilities at office buildings, schools, shopping centers, and parks, where feasible.

LL-C-6.7
Follow the adopted Caltrans design standards for the development, maintenance, and improvement of
bicycle facilities.

LL-C-6.8
Construct and maintain bicycle routes and multiuse trails in a manner that minimizes conflicts
between bicyclists, pedestrians, and equestrian users with automobiles and private property rights.

LL-C-6.9
Prioritize active transportation improvements benefitting tribal communities and Equity Priority Areas.

LL-C-6.10
Incorporate Traditional Ecological Knowledge in the design of active transportation improvements.

LL-C-6.11
Ensure rew pedestrian/bike paths avoid or mitigate impacts tolribal Cultural Resources, when
feasible.

Actions

LL-C-6.a
Engage in each update to the countywide Active Transportation Plan, prepared by the Lake Area
Planning Council, to ensure the active transportation needs of the Lower Lake Planning Area are met.

LL-C-6.b
Pursue funding to improve and maintain the existing bicycle system and to plan and construct new
bicycle facilities that encourage commuting and recreation.

LL-C-6.c
Pursue funding to eliminate gaps in the existing sidewalk network and/or upgrade pedestrian facilities,
with priority given to facilities near schools, connections between residential areas and commercial
centers, and facilities in Equity Priority Areas.
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2050 General Plan

Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation

The Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Element addressaswide range of natural and cultural
resources as well as public parks and recreation facilitiesThe specific topics covered in this element
include:

Biological Resources

Cultural Resources including Archaeological Historic, and Tribal CulturalResources
Energy Resources

Mineral Resources

Open Space and Recreation

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -

Scenic Resources

Use ofnatural resources must be balanced with
responsible management andconservation efforts
to ensure their ongoing availability, quality, and
reliability. Theresources addressedin this element " Anderson MarshSate Hisoric Park - Come and x
are amongthe Lower LakePlanning Area t LUG Y j e =

sensitive assetsto be conserved andsustained for
future generations, like publicly accessible natural
areas, healthy ecosystems and historic and
Indigenous culture.

Lake County is also committed to improving
government to government relations with all Native
Sover(?lgn Nations |rt.he count.y. As part of this Anderson Marsh State Park is a celebration of the
commitment, at the time of this plan release, the 1l UCKIWER) qVI 1 We Ul W 2 GG)
County is drafting a CeManagement Agreement for  4s ya/king and bird watching.

the Clear Lake watershed and basin to enter into a

Memorandum of Understanding. The County also has been working on a Heritage Resource Treatment
Plan drafted by the Habematolel Pomo of Upper Lake and Koi Nation of Northern California and forwarded
to the other five Tibal governments.As of thetime of publication for this General Plan all three are still in

the draft stage.

This element inventoriesthe natural and builtresourcesin the Lower Lake Planning Areand provides
goals, policies, and actions to manage their usefor all current and futureresidents.
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Biological Resources

Natural Communities and Habitats

Natural vegetationcommunities in the Lower LakePlanning Areahost a variety of wildlife species and

support important processes such as carbon sequestration, nutrient cycling, erosion control, and

recreation. Vegetationis dominated by a mix of chaparrali(e., dense, low shrubs),California blue oak

woodlands, and mixed deciduous and evergreen forestsTogether, thesevegetation communities make up
alandscape pattern that istypical of UY | q6 DI U9 ¢ G RNYI UR¢kt WRUqqUI RY!I WHYCt

Chaparral communities¢ | JWnVYe U7 Wadél YeNéVYeqlWaé JWe !l ekt WIect qldl ULl
found on steep hillside terrainwith shallow, rocky, serpentine soils Blue oak canopy andgrasslandalso

occur throughout the eastern and central portions of the area, generaligt lower elevations invalleys

where slopes begin to decrease

Mixed chaparral woodlands containing features of both woodland and chaparral communities are found
throughout the Planning Area. Communities of mixed deciduoustrees (.e., that lose their leaves in the
winter) and evergreen(i.e., coniferous) forests occur in wetter western portions and are ofterintermixed
with communities of oak woodland.

Grasslands occur predominantly in valleys and at lower foothill elevations in the Planning Area, where soils
are deeper and richer with organic material compared to the relatively compacted and shallow serpentine
soils found on steep hillsides. Valley oaksre found in most of thesdow valley grasslands.

As also discussed in the following subsection, ajuatic vegetation communities, likewetlands and riparian
woodlands, are found throughout the Planning AreaWetlands and riparian vegetationcommunities are
highly biodiverse andvalued as critical wildlife habitat, in addition to serving important ecosystem
functions like filtering pollutants and excess nutrients like nitrogen from waterways

TheOpen Space, Conservation, and Recreatioilement recognizes the ecological and cultural

ROGYI qecUHIDWY nWx Ys I Wxet Dkt WU¢c qR2VWEEHRE qt IOWNGI Y2 NG
protect biodiversity, restore natural systems, and sustain traditional ecological and cultural relationship

that have cared for these lands since time immemorial.

Wetlands and Riparian Corridors

Wetlands and riparian corridors(i.e., land areas bordering rivers, streams, and other water bodigsupport

the widest array and highest number of mammals, reptiles, birdsand amphibians of the vegetation

communities in the Planning Arealn addition to being a State ParkAnderson Marsh State Historical Park

provides thePlanning Al 1J¢ k + WI RHEG It qs Dgac¢ UT We UT Whe ¢ G Rq! W RGEIl RE
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Ecologically Sensitive Resource Areas

There are a variety aécologically
sensitive resource areas in the
Planning Area These can include
mountain regions, valleys, forest
lands, riparian corridors, and
lakes, as well ashabitats that support State or federally listed threatened or endangered species, or
species that are under consideration for listingincluding wetland, riparian, vernal pool, and oak woodland
habitats. Ecologically sensitive resource areas, especially Clear Lake and its tributaries, are vital to the
health of local ecosystems and the cultural heritage ofNative Sovereign Nations Through collaborative
stewardship, habitat protection, and integration of Tribal knowledge, Lake County will safeguard these
lands and waters for ecological resilience and cultural continuity.

Ecologically sensitive resource areasre areas containing unigue,
representative, and/or sensitive habitats, communities, or
ecological processes.

Clear Lake and its tributaries throughout the county are an ecologically sensitive resource area as habitat
for the Clear Lake hitch LaVvinia exilicaudachi). The Clear Lake hitch is only found in the Clear Lake
watershed, including Clear Lake and its tributaries, such as Blue Lakes and Thurston Lake, due to geologic
processes that have isolated the Clear Lake hitch ecosystenAdult hitch migrate upstream in tributaries

of Clear Lake to spawreach spring and therreturn to the lake. Though there were once an abundance of
hitch, their population has significantly declined as the Clear Lake ecology has been altered and degraded.
Historically, the hitch were a vital part of the lake's ecosystem; an important food source for numerous
birds, other fish, and wildlife; and a staple food for the Pomo tribes of the Clear Lake region. This General
Plan establishes a 26foot Resource Conservation buffer around Clear Lake and its tributariesas shown in
Figures LL-2 and LL-3, to protect the area from development that might further impact the hitch

population.

While not comprehensive,other critical resource areas inthe Lower LakePlanning Areaare described
below. These areas are environmentally sensitive because they provide outstanding plant and wildlife
habitat, resources, rare and endangered species, noteworthy geologic featuresr are of particular
scientific or historic interest.

Anderson Marsh

Anderson Marsh isa critical habitat areafor hatching fish species in Clear Lake, as well agesting and
overwintering waterfowl and ripariandependent wildlife like insects, amphibians, and fish Significant
archaeological and historical resources are also located near the marshn 1983, he California

Department of Parks and Recreation purchasedn 871-acre sitein the Anderson Marsharea for

integration into the State Parkssystem. Approximately 540 acres of the park are classified as wetlands and
are managed as a natural preserve. The 258cre McVicarAudubon Reserve is adjacento the western
boundary of State-managed Anderson Marshlands, and dthough managed separatelys a continuation of
the same habitat found in Anderson Marsh State Historic Park.
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Cache Creek from Copsey Creek to Yolo County Line

Cache Creek is the only water outlet flowing from Clear Lake itself. It flows eastward from Clear Lake and
forms the northern border of the Planning Area and of threommunity of Lower Lake. The Cache Creek
corridor, between where it intersects with Copsey Creek at the northeastern part of the Lower Lake
community to where it meets the Cache Creek dam 4 miles eassupports a mixture of biodiverse

wetlands and riparian lands. Although the dam, which regulates the level of Clear Lake, interrupts the
continuous flow of Cache Creek at that location, the continuous riparian corridors upstream and
downstream from the damsupport numerous animal species, including the tule el Cervus canadensis
nannodes) and bald eagle(Haliaeetus leucocephalus).

Huntington Creek Area

This open space area is south of Morgan Valley and the Mclaughtiold Mine/McLaughlin Natural Reserve
area, around Huntington Creek near the boundary with Yolo County. The area is relatively undisturbed
wilderness managed by theBureau of Land ManagementBLM), although it is possible that impacts from
historic operation of the McLaughlinGold Mine have resulted in some contaminated water and/or soil in
the area.

McLaughlin Natural Reserve

This natural reserve is adjacent tahe McLaughlinGold Mine. It was established in 1993 through an
agreement with Homestake Mining Company and the University of California. It is generally reserved for
research affiliated with the University and not open to the public, but lectures, workshops, and guided field
hikes are available for booing.

Seigler Canyon Creek from Seigler Valley to near State Route 29

Siegler Canyon Creek is a biodiverse habitat for a range of riparian species. The creek extends across the
northwest corner of the Planning Area, starting from where it intersects with Cache Creek at the northern
boundary between thecommunity of Lower Lake and the City of Clearlake to where it ends in the Siegler
Springs community in the Cobb Mountain Planning Area to the west.

Snows Lake

Snows Lake provides habitat for numerous birds in the area. The lake is enclosed by a small circular
shaped internal drainage basinTheState hasidentified several protected plant species at Snows Lake.
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Wilson Valley

This area supports a wide variety of animal life and is virtually untouchday development It is in the center
of the Cache Creek Tulelk (Cervus canadensis nannode¥range, which is a large swathe of open
space/recreation land in the Planning Area managed by BLM that was designated as wilderness area in
2006. This area provides critical habitat for protected species like thbald eagle and Tuleslk, among
others.

Other Ecologically Sensitive Resource Areas

Other unique natural or sensitive areasnclude
wetlands found in Seigler Valley, Steinhart Lakes,
Pinkeye Lakeand various other smaller localities.
Portions of Upper Copsey Creek, Lower Herndon
Creek, and larger intermittent creeks in the eastern
portion of the Planning Area, including Hunting,
Rocky, and Soda Creeksalso provide critical
riparian habitat for a range of plant and animal
species.

BLMadministers extensive tracts of land in ,
northeast and eastern portions of thePlanning Anderson Marsh is a critical habitat area for a variety oi
Area, which also provide critical habitat for a wildlife species. Photo by Laura Lamar, 2009

diverse range of wildlifespecies. Much of this land

is located around Cache Creekgenerally between Morgan Valley Road on the south ail8R20 on the
north. Although not recommended for permanent wilderness statusBLMdesignated the federal lands
within a one-mile-wide corridor of Cache Creek as an area of critical environmental concern (ACEC) in
recognition for its use by bald eagles and tule elk. Bald eaglesvhich areprotected by the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Actare known to heavily utilize the carp found in Cache Creek as a food source during
the winter months.

Tule elk area unique subspecies of elk found only in California and arelassified as fully protected by the
State. The Cache Creekule Elkherd ranges over some 93,000 acres of oak grassland and chaparral,
including some of the area north of Morgan Valleigoad in thePlanning Area. The main range of the herd is
centered around Cache Creek. Several kinds of unique natural areas are found in tRnning Area,
including vernal pools(i.e., a type of seasonal pond or wetlandand areas with unusual combinations of
geology, waterfalls and/or plant life. Several vernal pools have been identified in the Lower Lake
community area and one unique natual area is identified in the vicinity of Spruce Grove Road and
Steinhart Falls.
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Cultural Resources

The Lower Lakd’lanning Aeahas a vivid and deeply rooted historyThe region contains numerous

ancestral village sites, ceremonial areas, petroglyphs, trails, and historic structures, which remain vital to
HYq6 Waqé WWal RA¢ & We UT WH IFSt eribaltbnianitiés) teeseRujtiral tedbiiRdedhtbqd q ! 1O
relics of the past but living connections to language, tradition, and spiritual practice. Many cultural sites

are intertwined with natural features, such as lakes, creeks, and oak woodlands, thatold ecological and
ceremonial significance. The protection, study, and enhancement of cultural resources allows for

important research and education. State legislation and programs, including the California Historical

Building Code and the 1976 Mills Act, aid in the protection of these significarggsources. The California

Historical Building Code ensures historic buildings are maintained and rehabilitated using historically

sensitive construction techniques. The Mills Act provides property tax incentives to owners of qualified,
owner-occupied, historical properties to maintain and preserve them in accordance with the Secretary of
q6lWf Uql RYI kt WEqe¢ UT ¢1 Tt Wn Y | DidepteabtiNdtidd évioh Tribal a WY n We Rt q VY
governmentsand collaborative management approaches ensure that Tribal cultural landscapes are

identified, protected, and interpreted in accordance with Indigenous values and laws.

70 W gel ! RUDWE U7 WGl YaqWHqRUNDWa6 WWAG ¢ UORUNW | WEKkt WHe O q
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Archaeological and Historic Resources

The Lower Lake Planning Area is one of the most archaeologically rich and culturally sensitive regions in
Northern California, containing the highest density of prehistoric sites in Lake County. Though only a small
portion of the area has been formally sureyed, findings confirm extensive ancestral village sites,

habitation areas, and ceremonial landscapes, reflecting thousands of years of continuous human
occupation and stewardship.

Key precontact sites, such as the Anderson Marsh Archaeological District, Borax Lakdodges Site, and
Cache Creek Archaeological District, are listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and
represent both cultural heritage and scientific vdue. These landscapes are living ancestral territories that
continue to hold ceremonial, ecological, and educational significance for Tribal communities.

The protection and management of these resources require collaboration between Lake County, Tribal
governments, and State and federal agencies to ensure respectful treatment, cultural sensitivity, and the
integration of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) in preservation efforts.

The Lower Lake Planning Area also contains importantdtoric-era archaeological resourcesrelated to

mining, livestock ranching, farming, and the remains of early settlerg 6 ¢ qlinza | qé 131 WHYUql RHea «
rich history and heritage Onebuilding, Lower Lake Stone Jails listed as a State LandmarkFour other

buildings are designatedto be evaluated and proposed for the NRHP, if found to be of sufficient historic
significance based on the NRHP criteria

Y Lower LakeSchoolhouse
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i Brick Hall
1 Lower Lake Justice Court Building
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Other properties in Lower Lake that may require recording and evaluation include the Methodist Church,
q6IWsaT Wx YHE Wl WAGecUqAWgqé e Wel WEqe! qWHz RaGT RUNALW~¢NY
House, the Parks House, and the Babe Smithddise. Additional buildings that may require recording and

evaluation include the Lower Lake Brewery, a twetory brick schoolhouse, and manynineteenth century

buildings used today.

Tribes andTribal Cultural Resources

The Lower Lake Planning Area lies within the ancestral territories 8butheastern Pomo, includingthe Koi
Nation and Elem Pomo as well as théake Miwok, whose villages and cultural landscapes on and near
Lower Lake Island remain significant today. Descendants of these tribes maintain a living presence in the
area, continuing traditional practices and stewardship of ancestral lands.

Tribal Cultural Resources include both tangible and intangible elements, such as archaeological sites,
village locations, ceremonial areas, and landscapes with sacred, historical, or spiritual significance,
including viewsheds of Mount Konocti and other key natural featuee Itis important to note that
archaeological, cultural and historical resources can all be determined as Tribal Cultural Resources
(TCRs) as well.

This rich tribal history and living tribal culture are reflected in the range dfibal Cultural Resources found

throughout the Planning Area. For example, Anderson Marsh in the Lower Lake Planning Area holds

profound archaeological, historical, and cultural importance fortribal communities in addition to being
YUOUOWYnWxet JW9YeUq! kKt WaYH qWRAGGY!I qe UqWUIHEYOGYNRHAG O W It Y
Tribalancestors lived, fished, and conducted ceremonies in and around the marsh for thousandsf years,

and the area remains centraltothél RHIJt Kk WHza G qel ¢ G WRT WUqRq! Wée¢ WurklUNY RU
Resources can also include more intangible resources compared to an object or a site. For example,

access to views of ridgelines can hold sacred cultural significance; as with the neighboring Planning Areas,

views of Mount Konocti are an important resourcéo several tribes.

Tribal Cultural Resources are protected under AB 52, which requires consultation with culturally affiliated

Tribes to identify, evaluate, and mitigate potential impacts, and under SB 18, which establishes

notification and consultation responsibilities for local planning processes.Pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 18,

the County notified and consulted with localTribal governmentsthroughout the General Plan update

process. The policies and actions in this element reflect that tribal consultation anémphasize continued
collaboration with Tribal governmentsto protect, sustain, and integrateTribal Cultural Resources into land

use, conservation, and development decisions ensuring that the heritage, stewardship, and living culture

Ynuwf UT RNWUOYet WHYGG2URqRIJY W BG¢ RUWRU@qUNI ¢ 0 WqY Wad WA
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Energy Resources

TheLower LakePlanning Areahas a total population of approximately3,000 people. The highest energy
demand is from recreational, hotel and resort, and residential usesAffordable and reliable energy is an
ongoing, high-priority issue for Planning Area residents.

Most of thePlanning Al 1J¢ k + WG WAl RARaq! WRY W 2 GGO RIT Wn Ithé @dtificd 13 W q
Gas and Electric CompanyRG&B. Recent data shows that PG&E WG I H q | R WG BHEGHedld R + WR
and/or from renewable sources. In 2022, 4@ercent was from non-emitting nuclear generation, 38percent

from eligible renewable resources (wind, geothermal, biomass, solar, small hydro), @rcent from

hydroelectric facilities, and 5percent from natural gas Throughout thecounty, most homes and

businesses use onsite propane storage tanks as an additional fuel sourceas PG&E does not supply

natural gas in Lake CountyThe se of private solar and wind turbines is not widespread but is growing.

EdGUHql REHRq! We qRIURQRIJt Wadl YeN6VYe qlU9 ¢ i Rn MIUWR crRIAR ALY |
turn off the electricity for power lines that run through areas where there is an elevated fire risk. This is

intended to reduce the risk of power lines being damaged arigniting a wildfire. These events, called

public safety power shutoff (PSPS) events, result in a loss of power for customers served by the affected

power lines. A PSPS event may occur at any time of the year, but they usually occurigigithigh wind events

and dry conditions. PSPS events can also create vulnerabilities for community members that lack backup

power supplies and depend on electricity for heating or cooling homes and buildings, lighting, and internet,

as well as people who @pend on electrically powered medical devices.

Mineral Resources

The California Department of Conservation, Geological Survey (California Geological Survey) classifies
lands into Aggregate and Mineral Resource Zoné€bIRZs)ased on guidelines adopted by the California
State Mining and Geology Board, as mandated by the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1EMARA,;
Public Resources Code Sections 2710 et seq.Lities and counties are required to incorporate MRZs
delineated by the State into theitGeneral Plans. According to the California Geological Surveyhere areno
MRZsdelineated by the State in the Planning Area or Lake County as a whole. However, the California
Geological Survey has mapped mine locations in the county, including in tHeower LakePlanningArea.
Onemining operationin the area, Point Lake View produces sand and gravel.

Historically, gold and mercury mines operatedn the Lower Lake Planning Aredhe largest of which ighe
McLaughlinGold Minethat operated between 1985 and 2002As described in the Biological Resources
section, the area around the mine was designated as the Mclaughlin Natural Reserve in 1993 in an
agreement between the landowner, Homestake Mining Company, and the University of California.

Conflicts between mining and urban uses throughout California led tthe passage of SMARA, which
established policies for conservation and development of mineral lands. It contains specific provisions for
the classification of mineral lands by the State Geologist.

LL-70 Lake County 2050 General Plan



The 1992 Lake County Aggregate Resources Management Plan, provided\ppendix Ato this General
Plan, provides more detail on the mineral resources and mining operations in Lake County.

Open Spaceand Recreation

Open space and recreation areas are depicted ifiguresLL-10 (countywide)and LL-11 (Lower Lake
Planning Area)
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Figure L10 Countywide Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Areas
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Figure L:11 Lower LakeAreaOpen Space, Conservation, and Recreation Areas
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The Lower Lake Planning Area contains one park
and multiple open space preserves.

Lower Lake Park (also known as Russell Rustici
Park) is approximately 1 acre in size and features a
playground, large picnic shelter, and barbecue pit.
It is south of Lower Lake Elementary School and
Lower Lake High School in the Lower Lake
community. Seveal sports facilities, including
baseball and football fields, are also available to
the public through the Konocti Unified School
District.

State and federal lands in and around the Lower The Ranch House at Anderson Marsh State Park wa.
Lake Planning Area offer recreational use, such as  built in the late 1800s.

Anderson Marsh State Historical Park, managed by

the California Department of Parks and Recreation.

Residents countywide generally have limited opportunities for stream and riverside recreation. The two

mile stretch of Cache Creek from the junction of Herndon Creek at the eastern edge of the Lower Lake
HYGGzaURq! WaqVYW9GIe ! Wx ¢t 1JeraccésHiliet yeHd diind ler¥eksl i the) QldartakeU a ! k 1 LU
and Lower Lake Area populations grow, this stretch of Cache Creek offers both a unique opportunity for

the County and the City of Clearlake to develop regional park facilities and improve access to recreatal

uses, while preserving and protecting the integrity of the riparian ecosystem.

The Lake County Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan provides a roadmap for park, recreation, and
trail improvements, addresses maintenance and operations of the system, and guides ongoing
improvements and decisions, all informed by input from local esidents, agencies, and environmental
organizations. The plan discusses the need for increasing recreational amenities in the Lower Lake
Planning Area by renovating and adding amenities to Lower Lake Park or by acquiring additional park land.

The Konocti Regional Trails Plan, adopted by the Lake County Board of Supervisors in January 2011, is a
framework for developing a countywide network of nonmotorized trails for activities like hiking, biking, and
horseback riding while preserving natural ad cultural resources. The Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master
Plan also proposes additions to the trails network outlined in the Konocti Regional Trails Plan.
Implementation of these plans is ongoing; several trail projects remain in the planning, perriitg, or
funding stages.
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Scenic Resources

TheLower LakePlanning Are& t Wt #1JUR # LWI
contribute substantially a Y W1 13+ oRdlitiddd ldfet. &
They serve as a source of community pride,
enhance property values, and offer beautiful and
interesting views throughout the regionThe

Planning | 1JBistoticldharacter, mountainous

and hillside landscapes, agricultural and pastoral
settings, and riparian and wetland areasre all
valued scenic resources that alsaattract visitors

and promote a sense of place and pride in the
community. N6 3 W WNRYUkt Wt #HIYUR
viewsheds also hold deep ancestral and spiritual | >
significance to tribal communities. Protection of Sweeping landscapes are typical among Lower
Tribal Cultural Resources within these visual XCUWUKt W qe UORUNDI RIJDUR A LI

corridors is essential to maintaining both the

G6!t RAcOWHWczaq! WeUT W6 WWAGe¢ UURUNW | Dekt WHeOqel ¢ 0 W6 I

Views can be impacted by anything from billboards and utility lines to unmaintained structures and

unscreened industrial or construction operations. Development orridgelines andsteep slopescan

negativelyimpact scenic resourcesbecause it is oftenvisible from a distance. Thoughtful policy, land use

T3t RDUcqRYUt AWe UT wWNe RT WaRUWY wWee OWG! 3+ 31 210WwWe U7 WRAGI Y
viewsheds.

Well-d ¢ RUgqe¢ RUWDT Wt #RIJURHWI It Yel #IJY AWt GUARcOG! W #IYURAWI Y
recreation-based economy, providing value for residents and visitors. Scenic routes are publicly

accessible roadways that traverse picturesque landscaps. They offer extensive views of scenic areas or

prominent features. SR 2%nd SR 53n the Lower LakePlanningAreaare eligible to bedesignated as State

Scenic Highways. These roadways offer vistas ofvisible ridgelines,unique riparian and wetland wiblife

habitat, and pastoral or canyon settings.

The Planning Area also has several areas that have previously been identifiedoaen space corridors of
significance. These include:

Y Point Lakeview Road
1 Big Canyon Road
T Morgan Valley Road

Tomaintain the quality of life and the rural character of the.ower LakePlanningArea, policy guidance in
this section works to preserve and enhance scenic resources
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal LLOS1

Al YquUeqRYUOWY N Wa6 WX Ys 31 Wxet WWAGe OURUNDW | Wekt W R2II 4

and ecosystem health.

Policies

LL-OS1.1
Coordinate with applicable federal, Tribal, State, regional, andlocal land management agencies on
natural resources and habitat planning, preservation, and mitigation measure development.

LL-OS1.2

Support protection and restoration of wetland, riparian, and other significant natural areas in the Lower
Lake Planning Area for wildlife habitats, groundwater recharge, and passive recreation.

LL-OS1.3
Protect natural lands, including natural resource areas, wildlife habitat, and open space, from
encroachment or destruction by incompatible development and invasive species.

LL-OS1.4
Requiredevelopment patterns and practices that conserve habitat for protected species and sensitive
biological resources, limiting encroachment into areas that support sensitive habitats and directing
development into less-sensitive areas.

LL-OS1.5
Maintain ecologically sensitive resource areas in their natural state to the greatest extent possible.
Limit development in and near these areas to compatible, lovintensity uses with adequate provisions
to protect sensitive resources, including setbacks aound resource areas. Prohibit projects that would
lead to fragmentation of ecologically sensitive resource areas.

LL-OS1.6
Requirethe use of conservation easements, transfer of development rights, mitigation banking, or
similar equity transfer documents to protect unique vegetation, habitat areas, habitat corridors, and
sensitive biological resources such as Snows Lake, Wilson Valleyand Cache Creek bald eagle
habitat.

LL-OS1.7

Encourage rural property owners to participate in the California Department of FishandR 0 1 0 Rn IJK 1

Private Lands Management program to manage their properties in a way that benefits wildlife in
exchange for incentives.
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LL-OS1.8*
Require a qualified biologist to prepare a biological resource assessment as part of project approval for
proposed development on sites that may support speciaktatus species, sensitive natural
communities, important wildlife corridors, or regulated wetlands and waters to identify potential
impacts and measures for protecting the resource and surrounding habitaRequire a qualified
biologist conduct focused surveys, as identified and recommended in the biological resources
assessment, during the appropride season(s) for identification of the resource.

LL-OS1.9
When reviewing development proposals, consult with the most updated California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB) and other available studies prepared by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) to avoid potential impacts on sensitive habitater special&tatus species.

LL-OS1.10*
Require a wetland delineation study prepared using the protocol defined by the US Army Corps of
Engineers as part of project approval for proposed development on sites with the potential to contain
wetland resources. Require that a report on the findingsfdhis survey be submitted to the County as
part of the application processand, where proposed development would impact wetland resources,
require mitigation measures prior to project approval

LL-OS1.11*
Require that construction or other grounddisturbing activities avoid nests of native birds when in
active use by implementing protection measures to ensure compliance with the California Fish and
Game Code and federal Migratory Bird Treaty Acompliance guidelines are detailed in the General
Plan Environmental Impact Report.

LL-OS1.12*
Require installation and maintenance of construction barrier fencing around sensitive resources on or
adjacent to construction sites prior to construction activities and throughout the construction period.

LL-OS1.13
Maintain creeks in their natural state whenever possible and allow creeks and floodways to function as
natural flood protection features during storms.

LL-OS1.14
To protect important habitat, prohibit development of dams, water impoundments, or diverting devices
on Cache Creek below the Clear Lake Dam to the Yolo County Line.

LL-OS1.15*
Require new development along significant watercourses, riparian vegetation, and wetlands to
establish an ecological buffer zone between the waterway and development to protect the resource.
Consider providing opportunities for multiuse trails and recreatn within the buffer zone when
appropriate.
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LL-OS1.16*
Require Creek Management Plans and Mineral Reclamation Plans to include measures to protect and
maintain riparian resources and habitats.

LL-OS1.17
Encouragefederal, State andlocal agencies that manage public lands in the county to prevent
vehicular travel in streambeds to minimize sedimentation and protect overall water quality, and
particularly Clear Lakehitch and their habitat.

LL-OS1.18*
Support the conservation and management of oak woodland communities and their habitaind,
where a proposed development would impact an oak woodland community, require mitigation
measures prior to project approval

LL-OS-1.19
Increase planting and regeneration of native trees, shrubs, grasslands, and natural landscapes and
protect existing native plant species whenever possible to preserve the visual integrity of the
landscape, provide habitat, and improve air quality and commnity health, especially in Equity Priority
Areas.

LL-OS-1.20
Require majority use of California native plant species in largéandscaped areas in new development
projects, and require construction practices that avoid spread of invasive plant species by minimizing
surface disturbance; seeding and mulching disturbed areas with certified weedree native mixes;
disinfecting and decontaminating equipment; and using native, noninvasive, droughtesistant species
in erosion-control plantings.

LL-OS1.21
Encourage and support development of erosioftontrol programs and soil conservation efforts by the
Lake CountyResource Conservation District.

LL-OS-1.22
Refer proposals for parcel splits and subdivisions to théake CountyResource Conservation District
for review and recommendation whenever soil erosion and conservation are potential issues.

LL-OS1.23*
Protect wildlife migration corridors and prior to approval of projects that might impact identified
wildlife connectivity and wildlife linkage areas, require that a habitat connectivity/wildlife corridor
evaluation be completed by a qualified biologist. The evaluation shall identify project deg features
that would reduce potential impacts to wildlife movement and incorporate wildlife corridors fomew
development plans where appropriate.

LL-OS1.24
Discourage use of fencing that poses risks to wildlife.
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LL-OS1.25
Work with conservation agencies to identify appropriate locations and methods for incorporating
wildlife crossings into future road projects.

LL-OS1.26
Encourage Caltrans to consider the installation of wildlife over or under passes.

LL-OS1.27*
Requirelighting in residential areas along roadways, and adjacent to sensitive habitat areas to prevent
artificial lighting from spilling and/or reflecting into adjacent properties, including natural or open
space areas by incorporating design features, such as shielded lighting and landscag.

LL-OS1.28

Integrate Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) in biological resource management, habitat
restoration, and open space stewardship.

Actions

LL-OS1.a
Consult with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to identify significant environments and
priorities for acquisition or maintenance of open space areas based on biological and environmental
concerns and develop a strategy for maintaining areas that will presee the populations of plants and
animals in the county.

LL-OS1.b
Prepare and maintain a mapped inventory of ecologically sensitive resource areas, including unique
natural areas, wetlands, floodplains, riparian resources, and the habitat of rare, threatened,
endangered, and other uncommon and protected species. The invory should include bald eagle
habitat and a half-mile buffer around Cache Creek between Clear Lake Dam and the Yolo County line.

LL-OS1.c*
Adopt a Creek and Riparian Area Management Ordinan@e consultation with a qualified biologist to
support Clear Lake hitch and other sensitive riparian habitat and educate affected property owners on
their responsibilities and options for proper maintenance on private properties. Require projects with
the potential to impact creeks and riparian areas to demonstrate compliance with the Ordinance prior
to project approval.

LL-OS1.d
Improve County roads, where needed, to prevent vehicular travel in streambeds to minimize
sedimentation and protect overall water quality, and in particular Clear Lakhitch and their habitat.

LL-OS1.e
Develop educational materials regarding the impacts of ofhighway vehicle (OHV) travel in
streambeds to sedimentation, water quality, and Clear Lakditch and their habitat, prioritizing
distribution to landowners with riparian areas on their property.
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LL-OS1.f
Develop and implement acountywide Wildlife Migration Corridor Preservation Plan.

LL-OS 1.9
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information on a periodic basis. Update the boundaries of these combining districts as needed to
reflect updates to mapped ecologically sensitive resource areas

Goal L-OS-2

Archaeological, Tribal, cultural, and historical resources that are protected and preserved throughout the
Planning Area for the longerm benefit of residents, tourists, and future generations.

Policies The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

LL-OS-2.1* Guidelines offer definitions for some of the key
Review proposed development projects in q Wl Gt Wet WI WRUWaqGS RE W] Y
conjunction with the California Historical are included in the following pages for reference.

Resources Information System, Northwest

Information Center, at Sonoma State University, to determine whether project areas contain known
archaeological resources, both prehistoric and/or historicera, andTribal Cultural Resources (TCRs)
or if they have the potential to hold such resources and if so, implement mitigation to protect the
resource.

LL-OS-2.2*
Whenever possible, require new development to preserve significant historical, archaeological, or
paleontological resources onsite through project design. If orsite preservation is not feasible,
mitigate impacts through techniques such as relocation

of structures, adaptive reuse, preservation of facades, Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRsjre
and thorough documentation and archival of records. Any  p,4 Rq It AN ¢ qe |l It Al
documentation of historic resources shall be conducted landscapes (geographically defined in
in accordance with Historic American Building Survey terms of the size and scope), sacred

(HABS) Level lll standards, as deﬁndﬂy the US Secretary p|aceS, and Objects with cultural value

of the Interior. to a California Native American tribe

that are included or determined to be
eligible for inclusion inthe California
Register; and/or included in a local
register of historical resources; and/or
a resource determined by the lead
CEQA agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evidence, to
AW RNDURNRHAC Uaqg O

LL-OS2.3*
Upon discovery of significant archaeological,
paleontological, historic, or Tribal Cultural Resources
during site development, require all activity to be halted
within 100 feet of the find(s) and notify a professional
archaeologist, paleontologist, historian, and/or local
Tribal governmentrepresentative (if appropriate) to
evaluate the find(s) and recommend mitigation

procedures, if necessary. Findings and mitigation - CEQA Guidelines Section 20174
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measures are subject to review and approval by the Lake County Community Development Director
prior to resuming site development work

LL-OS2.4*
As a condition of approval for discretionary grading permits, require construction employees to be
trained in recognizing potentially significant archaeological, paleontological, historic, offribal Cultural
Resourcesthat may be discovered during grounedisturbing activities. Require project proponents to
submit verification that all site workers have received sensitivity training prior to commencement of
ground-disturbing activities.

LL-O0S2.5* Ahistorical resource is a resource listed in the
Require discretionary review for demolition California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR)
permit applications on important historic sites  or determined to be eligible for listing in the CRHR
to mitigate impacts. by the State Historical Resources Commission, a

LL-OS.2.6 resource included in a local register of Historical

Resources, or identified as significant in a
Historical Resource survey meeting the
requirements of Public Resources Code (PRC)
Section 5024.1(g), or any object, building,
structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript
that a lead agency determines to be historically
significant or significant in the architectural,
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural,
educational, social, political, military, or cultural
annals of California.

Protect cultural and archaeological sites with
potential for placement on the National
Register of Historic Places and/or inclusion in
the California State Office of Historic

Al Dt DI 2¢qRYUKYt W9 CECTRNY
California Registerof Historical Resources.
Such sites may be of statewide or local
significance and have anthropological,

cultural, military, political, architectural,
economic, scientific, religious, or other values.

ue U1 W

- CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a)
LL-OS-2.7

Follow the Secretary of the Interior Standards
for Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration,
and Reconstruction for the treatment of
historic properties.

Aunique archaeological resourceR  Ls¢ U L
archaeological artifact, object, or site about which
it can be clearly demonstrated that, without merely
adding to the current body of knowledge, there is a
high probability that it meets any of the following
criteria: it contains information neededto answer
important scientific research questions and there
is a demonstrable public interest in that
information; it has a special and particular quality
such as being the oldest of its type or the best
LL-OS-2.9 available example of its type; or it is directly

Coordinate historic and cultural resources associated with a scientifically recognized )
management with local Tribal governments RGUGYI qc¢UglIGI WERE qYI1 RAWY

planning and regulatory agencies, and nearby  _ CEQA Guidelines Section 21083.2
jurisdictions.
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LL-OS-2.10
Support and distribute information to the community from local, State, and national education
programs about cultural and archaeological resources.

LL-OS2.11
Conduct education and outreach to the community about the variousederal, Tribal, State, local, and
private funding sources and economic mechanisms available to support historic resource
preservation.

Actions

LL-OS2.a
Contract with a qualified cultural resource coordinator for the development of review procedures and
ordinances for the protection of cultural heritage resources, including mechanisms for the protection
of identified cultural sites from vandalism and instances when owners of designated historic
properties assert economic hardship.

LL-OS2.b*
Contract with an archaeologist(s)a 6 ¢ q W& W1 aqt Wqé WWEWDHI Wacl ! WYnWagdé IWwf Ua
Standardsto perform cultural resource studies for environmental analysis on discretionary projects
where a cultural resource report is deemed necessary, including outreach to Tribal governments for
input on Tribal Cultural Resources.

LL-OS2.c
Establish a process for considering the designation of structures older than 50 years as historic
structures or landmarks eligible for special recognition and preservation protections.

LL-OS2.d

Engage the Lower Lake community to identify appropriate sites in downtown Lower Lake floe
Historic Preservation Combining Districtand apply the District to identified sites

LL-OS2.e
Support continued operation of the Lake County Heritag€ommission to review development projects
that may impact historic resources.

LL-OS2.f
Prepare a historical resources inventory for the Planning Area, using State and federal standards to
evaluate their significance.

LL-OS2.g
Apply to the State to become a Certified Local Government, making the County eligible for historic
preservation programs.
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Goal LI-0OS-3

Celebrated, amplified, and preserved tribal influences andrribal Cultural Resourceshroughout the Lower
LakePlanningArea.

Policies
LL-OS3.1

Protect tribal heritage, honor the early stewards of this land, and treat Native American remains and
Tribal Cultural Resourceswith sensitivity and respect

LL-OS3.2
Support educational and other opportunities to increase knowledge and promote awareness of the
history of indigenous peoples in what is now the Lower Lak&lanning | 1J¢ ALW¢ UT W6 Y5 Wa 6 1J W9
relationship with Tribal governmentshas evolved.

LL-OS3.3
Respect and protectTribal Cultural Resources including historic, cultural, and sacred sites; cultural
landscapes; views of or access to resources; and objects with cultural value to California tribes
recognizing that protecting Tribal Cultural Resources supports both cultural preservation and
environmental health outcomes.

LL-OS3.4

Conduct formal and early governmentto-government consultation with culturally affiliated tribes on
all projects with potential cultural, environmental, or scenic impactsto identify and protect recorded
and unrecorded Tribal Cultural Resourcesthrough the discretionary development review process.

LL-OS3.5
Require protection of cultural resource sites in subdivision projects by avoiding identification of sites
on maps, relying instead on other techniques, including establishing building envelopes.

LL-OS-3.6*
Consult with culturally affiliated Tribal governmentswhen developing mitigation measures to avoid or
minimize impacts on Tribal Cultural Resources Mitigation could include notification of culturally
affiliated Tribal governmentsprior to and tribal monitoring during grounddisturbing activities.

LL-OS3.7*
Upon discovery of a burial, human remains, or suspected human remains, require immediate halt to all
5YI t Ws RS RUWNMMIWN W aqwe UT WOYqRN! Waq 6 [Tribd goikinRents)k + W? 1JG
and a qualified archaeologist for proper internment and tribal rituals according to Public Resources
Code Section 5097.98 and Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5.

LL-OS3.8
Work with appropriate tribes to protect sacred sites from visual intrusion or development inconsistent
with cultural values, particularly along scenic corridors and riparian areas.
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Actions

LL-OS3.a
Establish and maintain collaborative relationships with localTribal governmentrepresentatives to
facilitate tribal consultation, preserve Tribal Cultural Resources and coordinate land use planning in
areas around tribal lands.

LL-OS3.b
Work with Tribal governmentsto establish programs and secure funding to implement actions aimed at
preservingTribal Cultural Resources

LL-OS-3.c
Collaborate with the Koi Nation and othefTribal governmentsto identify cultural sites, sacred
landscapes, cultural viewsheds, and traditional use areas, and incorporate them into land use
planning through aTribal Resource ConservatiorOverlay or equivalent mechanism that requires a
consultation-based review for any future land use designation changes affecting these areas to protect
Tribal Cultural Resourcesand uphold thetribeskongoing stewardship oftheir ancestral lands. Where
appropriate, explore partnerships for cemanagement, conservation, and interpretive uses that honor
the ancestral and ongoing relationship between the Koi Nation and these lands.

LL-OS-3.d
Work collaboratively with tribes to develop and maintain a tribal cultural resource preservation policy.

Goal LL-OS4
Conserved energy resources.

Policies

LL-OS4.1
Require the use of energy conservation features and encourage renewable and carbfsee energy
generation and storage systems in new construction and renovation of existing structures.

LL-OS4.2
Support efforts to increase renewable and carborree energy generation, including wind, solar, and
biomass.

LL-OS4.3
Promote and incentivize smaliscale, on-site renewable energy and storage systems for existing
residential units, nonresidential buildings, and in the agricultural sector.

LL-OS4.4
Participate in local and State programs that reduce the consumption of energy.

LL-OS4.5
Work with energy providers to promote and expand costaving options for lowincome households.
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LL-OS4.6
Construct all new or remodeled County buildings and retrofit existing buildings to be energy efficient
and rely on renewable and carborree energy resources where feasible.

LL-OS4.7
Consider fuel efficiency as one of the main selection criteria when purchasing new County vehicles.

LL-OS4.8
Coordinate with energy providers tglace transmission systems in locations that minimize
environmental and other impacts.

Actions

LL-OS4.a
Explore opportunities to purchase and install solar panels and battery storage in bulk to serve homes
and businesses in the community, prioritizing Equity Priority Areas and Equity Priority Populations,
including establishment and subsidization of community solar programs that supply electricity to
multiple consumers from a single photovoltaic solar location.

LL-OS4.b
Explore options to create a bulk buying program or revolving loan fund that allows people to purchase
energy-efficient electric appliances (heat pumps, fans, air purifiers, heaters, stoves, ovens, etc.) and
other items that increase building efficiency at wholesale prices or minimal cost to increase energy
efficiency and replace hazardous appliances in their home or business. Work with volunteer groufs
support installation and disposal of old appliances in Equity Priority Areas and for Equity Priority
Paopulations.

LL-OS4.c
Coordinate with local utility providers and educational institutions to develop informational brochures
that promote energy conservation and the use of renewable and carbeinee energy sources. Make
these brochures available to the public and distribute tlem with building permit application materials.

LL-OS4.d
Work with local agencies and norprofits to retrofit and upgrade homes for energy efficiency and
climate resiliency.

Goal LL-OS-5

Continued economic viability of mineral extraction activities while minimizing impacts on the public and
the environment.

Policies

LL-OS5.1
Require that all mining operations prevent environmental contamination from storage and disposal of
wastes and hazardous materials or general operating activity at the site.
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LL-OS5.2
Prioritize remediation, monitoring, and restoration of historic mine sites located within or near tribal
ancestral territories.

LL-OS5.3
Ensure that all mining operations are performed in compliance with the policies and implementation
measures included in the Lake County Aggregate Resources Management PlApgendix Ato this
General Plan).

LL-OS5.4
Require new development adjacent to existing mining operations to be designed to provide a buffer
between the proposed use and the mining operation. Require new mining operations to provide a
buffer between the mine and existing or likely adjacent uses tminimize incompatibility issues and
mitigate environmental and aesthetic impacts. Required buffer distances will be based on an
evaluation of noise, aesthetics, drainage, operating conditions, topography, lighting, traffic, operating
hours, and air quality.

LL-OS5.5
Promote the use of BestAvailable Control Technology to minimize dust, smoke, fumes, and odors
associated with mining and processing operations.

LL-OS5.6
Require review and approval by the Environmental Healtbepartment and Air Quality Management
District for storage of hazardous materials associated with new mining operations.

Goal LI:OS-6

A parks, recreation, and open space system that serves the recreational needs of Lower LaKanning
Area residents and visitors.

Policies

LL-OS6.1
Provide and promote a balanced recreation system offering a variety of quality social activities and
recreational opportunities for all community members.

LL-OS6.2
Coordinate the development of parks and recreation facilities with the rate of growth in the Lower Lake
PlanningArea to ensure parks and recreation facilities are adequate to serve the local population.

LL-OS6.3
Work with public land managers to support improved access and recreational opportunities on State
and federal lands.

LL-OS6.4
Maintain a level of service standard of 5 acres per 1,000 residents for parks.
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LL-OS6.5
Support the continued maintenance and improvement of existing recreational facilities and expansion
of new recreational opportunities on Countyowned lands, as outlined in the countywide Parks,
Recreation, and Trails Master Plan, and on Statand federally-owned lands.

LL-OS6.6
When constructing new County parks, use the following guidelines:

A Locate the park to promote an equitable distribution of facilities within the Planning Area and
across the county.

Locate the park centrally to serve as much of the population base as possible
Locate the park at the intersection of major and/or minor collectors to facilitate access
Locate the park along designated bicycle routes to facilitate access by bicyclists

> > > >

Locate the park in close proximity tashopping areas, cultural facilities, such as libraries or
museums, schools, and employment centers.

>

Develop community parks to be appropriately sized.
Provide night lighting when feasible to reduce vandalism and extend the use of the facility.

S

A Locate the park on sites that do not contain Naturally Occurring Asbestos, unless adequate clean
cover material and other effective controls, as determined by the Lake County Air Quality
Management District, are incorporated to minimize public exposure tasbestos dust.

LL-OS6.7
Expand access to diverse, higlguality parks, green spaces, recreational facilities, trails, and natural
environments for Equity Priority Populations and residents of Equity Priority Areas, including by
facilitating multiple transportation modes. Design ard maintain these facilities to offer a safe and
comfortable environment for users of all ages and abilities.

LL-OS6.8

Strengthen the role ofcounty parks as community focal points by constructing meeting halls and
recreational buildings on existing parks where feasible.

LL-OS6.9
Prioritize and promote recreational activity programs and opportunities in Equity Priority Areas.

LL-OS6.10

Support expanded access to indoor and outdoor recreation opportunities by working with other
agencies to colocate recreation spaces, parks, and trails with public facilities, such as schools and
utility easements, prioritizing Equity Priority Areas.

LL-OS6.11
Require large development projects to construct and maintain parks within the development, when
appropriate.
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LL-OS6.12
Support partnerships with local Tribal governmentsfor joint management and interpretation of parks,
trails, and open space areas to reflect and honorthed RA It k W UT 21 RUNWRYUUWHqRY U

LL-OS$6.13
Involve community members in the design and development of all park and recreation facilities, with
special emphasis on engaging Equity Priority Populations and residents of Equity Priority Areas.

LL-OS6.14
When building parks and recreational facilities in areas with sensitive habitat, preserve habitat areas
and design the space to avoid potential impacts on the habitat from park users.

LL-OS-6.15
Promote passive recreation in floodprone areas to absorb floodwater and protect developed areas.

LL-0S6.16
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LL-OS6.17
Maintain and expand County boat launch facilities to ensure adequate and convenient access to Clear
Lake.

Actions

LL-OS6.a

Implement and periodically update, as needed, the countywide Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master
Plan.

LL-OS6.b
Seek funding to implement the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan and to keep parks safe,
attractive, and responsive to community needs, including funding for park acquisition, planning,
capital improvements, lifecycle replacement of amenities, recretion programming, recreation
centers, and maintenance operations.

LL-OS6.c
Identify public lands suitable for offroad recreation and explore opportunities to develop these uses.

LL-OS6.d
Investigate the feasibility of developing a park expansion and improvement program that includes a
combination of one or more of the following: impact fees for new homes, special assessment districts,
and county service areas

LL-OS6.e
Work to ensure parks and recreation spaces are kept clean and free of litter and hazardous materials.
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LL-OS6.f
Enforce prohibitions of drug use and overnight and/or lorterm camping in parks, recreation, and
open space areas.

LL-OS6.9
Establish temporarydocking areasfor boats used in commuting across Clear Lake in locations where
the County maintains dock facilities.

Goal LL-OS-7

An interconnected multiuse trail system that serves a variety of recreational needs in the Lower Lake
PlanningArea.

Policies

LL-OS7.1
Encourage and support efforts to develop a multiuse path
along Seigler Creek, between Anderson Marsh State Historic
Park and downtown Lower Lake.

Infrastructure to support walking and
biking, including trails, is also
addressed in the Circulation Element.

LL-OS7.2
Encourage and support efforts to develop a passivese regional parkway along Cache Creek between
Herndon Creek and Cache Creek Dam.

LL-OS7.3

Encourage landowners to create easements along waterways or across lands that would connect
existing and proposed trails.

LL-OS7.4
Provide safe access to existing and new parks for hikers, cyclists, and equestrians. Support
development of improved and additional safe access for hikers, cyclists, and equestrians on State and
federal lands.

LL-OS-7.5
Continue to support equestrian activities in the Lower Lak®lanningArea, including through land use
regulations that support horse ownership and stewardship.

LL-OS-7.6
Increase public awareness and support for county trails through promotions, interpretive programs,
J¥6RARqt AWGe HIRA¢c qRYUAWG ¢ Gt AWe UT Waq6dW9YaUq! kt Ws IJA

LL-OS-7.7
Provide water and shade structures at trail heads and county parks, where feasible, to support their
use and decrease adverse health impacts from recreation during extreme heat days.
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Actions

LL-OS7.a
Develop incentives to encourage dedication of trails.

LL-OS7.b
Develop trails consistent with the County Bikeway Plan and the Konocti Regional Trails Plan for hiking,
bicycling, and riding.

Goal LL-0OS-8
Preserved and enhanced scenic resources and viewsheds in the Lower LaR&nningArea.

Policies

LL-OS8.1*
In rural areas outside of Community Growth Boundaries, requirstructures built in the immediate
foreground view of a scenic route to be sited a sufficient distance from the roadway edge to minimize
intrusion on the natural features and backdrops as viewed from the roadway or adjacent residences. In
rural and urbanizd areas, require structures built in the immediate foreground of a scenic route to
minimize obstruction of views of significant natural featuresRequire development on hillsides to
blend in with the surroundings through exterior color choices and maximurheight restrictions.

LL-OS-8.2
Develop and maintain roads and highways in a manner that protects natural and scenic resources.

LL-OS8.3
Develop access to scenic viewpoints along County roadways and multiuse trails. Provide interpretive
information at these access points to inform visitors and residents of the natural and cultural history of
the Lower LakePlanningArea and region.

LL-OS8.4
Encourage utility companiesand service providersto choose the least conspicuous locations for
distribution lines, towers, and fuel breaksto avoid impacts to viewsheds where possible.

LL-OS8.5
Use native and drought tolerantlandscaping to frame and direct attention to major views and away
from unattractive developments to the extent practical. Permit selective cutting and pruning to enable
establishment or improvement of roadway views.

Actions

LL-OS8.a*
Develop an ordinance that regulates development on or near ridgelines and hilltops to minimize
impacts to scenic viewsheds.
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LL-OS8.b
Amend the Scenic Combining District to include ridgelines, working in consultation witfiribal
governments.

LL-OS8.c
Amend the Scenic Combining District regulations in the Zoning Ordinance to prohibit billboard signage
on commercial properties.

LL-OS8.d
Apply the Scenic Combining District to the following roadways in the Lower Lake Planning Area: SR 29,
SR 53, and Morgan Valley Road.

LL-OS8.e

Work with local Tribal governmentsto establish a sacred viewshed preservation policy, balanced with
economic development and private property rights.

Goal LL-OS9
Preserved and enhanced visual quality within community areas.

Policies

LL-OS9.1
Require new development to screen mechanical equipment and trash storage facilities from public
view.

LL-OS9.2
Require appropriate visual screening and roadway setbacks for industrial and service commercial
uses, including through the use of native vegetation for screening.

LL-OS9.3*
Require lighting that enhances visibility, convenience, and public safety without creating glare or light
pollution.

LL-OS9.4*
Require the use of lowglare building materials for new buildings constructed in the Planning Area.

LL-OS9.5
Require new commercial development to install street trees in accordance with an adopted
streetscape plan and with firesafe landscaping requirements.

LL-OS9.6
Encourage activities to underground existing and new utilities whenever feasible.
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Actions

LL-OS9.a*

Amend the Zoning Ordinance to regulate outdoor lighting in a way that minimizes light pollution that
disrupts dark skies while providing for safety and reasonable use.

LL-OS9.b

Establish a coordinated roadway signage program for the Lower Lake Planning Area that identifies
routes and major destinations, provides traffic information, and provides directional information to
major destinations while supporting the visual character 6the region.

LL-OS9.c
Maintain Code Enforcement services to support the visual quality of the community.

LL-OS9.d
Work with PG&E to form an underground utilities district in the Lower Lake community.
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2050 General Plan
Environmental Justice

In 2016, the California State legislature passe&B1000,
making the topic ofenvironmental justice a required element
in General Plans. This new Environmental Justice Element  Environmental justice is defined ¢ + thisfair
for the Lower LakePlanning Area accomplishes the treatment and meaningful involvementof

following: people of all races, cultures, incomes and
national originswith respect to the
development, adoption, implementation,
T Summarizes the processused to identify communities in ~ and enforcement of environmental laws,

Environmental Justice Definition

1 Introduces the concept of environmental justice.

the Lower LakePlanning Areampacted by regulations, and policiess ¢ UT WRUH ¢
environmental justice issues (termedEquity Priority is not limited to all of the following:
Areas).

The availability of a healthy environment for

1 Identifies environmental justice issues inthe Lower Lake
all people.

Planning Area which include pollution exposure, access
to public facilities and services, food security,availability
of healthy living spaces, access to healthcare, access to
recreation, and opportunities for community
engagement

The deterrence, reduction, and elimination
of pollution burdens for populations and
communities experiencing the adverse

effects of that pollution, so that the effects
| Establishes goals, policies, and actions to address these  of the pollution are not disproportionately

issues and the needs of impacted communitiesAs borne by those populations and
noted in the Introduction, because environmental justice  communities.
touches all aspects of the community, some of these

policies and actions are in otherLower LakePlanning Governmental entities engaging and
Area Elements. providing technical assistance to
populations and communities most

The concept of environmental justice recognizes that low impacted by pollution to promote their
income residents, communities of color, Indigenous meaningful participation in all phases of the
peoples, and tribal nations are disproportionately exposed environmental and land use decision making
to environmental health hazards likesoil and water process.
contamination and that this inequity is the result of many
factors that have occurred throughout history and are still At a minimum, the meaningful consideration
occurring today. Some of these factors include inappropriate  of recommendations from populations and
zoning and negligent land use planning, intersecting communities most impacted by pollution
structural inequalities, deed restrictions and other RUqYWWIU2RI YOG WUq¢ O We
discriminatory housing and lending practices, limited
political and economic power amongthese demographic - California Government Code Section
groups, the prioritization of business interests over public 65040.12(e)(1)

health, development patterns that tend to concentrate

pollution and environmental hazards inthese communities, and the placement of economic and
environmental benefits in other communities. As a result, these impacted communities continue to face
significant barriers to their overall health, livelihood, and sustainability.
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Equity PriorityAreas and Populations

Among the requirements to comply with SB 1000, jurisdictions must identify environmental justice
impacted communities; in Lake County, these are termed Equity Prioritreas. State law allows
jurisdictions to use discretion in identifyingEquity Priority Areasthough the State provides several
possible thresholds and data sources to inform the designation. Guidance from the California
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) suggests including federally recognized tribal lands among the
Equity Priority Aras, in addition to areas that have certain social characteristics, such asa concentration
of low-income households, and that are disproportionately affected by environmental pollution and other
hazards. Theinclusion of tribal areasin this definition reflects an understanding of theongoing and
generationalimpacts of colonization, displacement, and marginalization affecting indigenouspeoples
today, evidenced bydisproportionately negativeeconomic and public health outcomesin tribal
communities. Because there are no federally recognized tribal lands in the Lower Lake Planning# no
Equity Priority Areas were identified based on this critesi.

The Countyalso consulted income datato identify the most economically disadvantaged areas of the
Planning Area as Equity Priority AreasSpecifically, the Countyidentified census block groups where the
median income is 80 percent or less of the countywide area median income. These areas were then
trimmed to only include populated areas and exclude open spacesBased on this approachthe Lower
Lake community was identified as anEquity Priority Area

Equity Priority Area are shown inFiguresLL-12 (countywide) and LL-13 (Lower LakePlanning Areg.

In addition to these designated Equity PrioritAreas, the County recognizes that there are community
members throughout the countywho may be acutely vulnerabldo being underserved in a variety of areas,
including environmental justice, health, and safety.The General Plan terms these Equity Priority
Populations, which include the following groups of people:

Older adults

Individuals with disabilities

Farmworkers and other outdoor workers

Non-English speakers

People of color and immigrant communities

Tribal communities

Low-income individuals and households

=8 =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -5 -4

Unhoused people

Policies and actions in this General Plan to address environmental justice issues that are pla@pecific,
such as the cleanup of abandoned lots, may apply to the entire Planning Area oounty but include
language to first prioritize addressing the needs dEquity Priority AreasSimilarly, policies and actions that
are notnecessarilytied to a geographic location butdo address an environmental justice issue may
include references to Equity Priority PopulationsSome policies and actionsfocus on both Equity Priority
Areas and Equity Priority Populations.
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Figure L12 Countywide Equity PriorityAreas
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Figure L:13 Lower Lake PlanningAreaEquity PriorityAreas
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Environmental Justice Issues in the Lower Lake Planning Area

This section describes environmental justice issues identified in the Lower Lake Planning Area based on
State data and conversations with community members, including tribal communities.

State Data

The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), which is part of CalEPA, developed and
maintains a tool called CalEnviroScreen, which measures pollution and population characteristics using

21 indicators related to environmental justice (seelable LI-5). CalEnviroScreen ranks each census tract in
the state for each indicator, with higher scores indicating the census tract fares worse for that issue than
census tracts with lower scores. For example, a ranked score of 75 indicates that the censtract is more
impacted for that indicator compared to 75 percent of all other census tracts in the state. Higher scores
always indicate a higher burden or negative impacFigure LL14 shows the census tract encompassing

the populated Lower Lake Planning Area used to evaluate environmental justicelated data from
CalEnviroScreen.

Table L5 CalEnviroScreen Scores for Lower Lake Planning Area

Indicator Census Tract
6033001200 Score
(higher scores indicate higher
impact or burden)
Cumulative CalEnviroScreen Percentile Score (all indicators combined) 32
Air Quality: Ozone Concentration 21

Air Quality: Particulate Matter Concentration

Diesel Particulate Matter Emissions
Pesticide Use 50
Concentration of Toxic Releases 1

Traffic Density

Concentration of Drinking Water Contaminants 63
Children's Lead Risk from Housing 15
Concentration of Cleanup Sites 82
Susceptibility to Groundwater Threats 69
Density of Hazardous Waste Facilities 0
Proximity to Impaired Water Bodies 51
Proximity to Solid Waste Sites 0
Asthma-Induced Emergency Room Visits 79
Low Birth Weight Infants 36
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Indicator Census Tract
6033001200 Score

(higher scores indicate higher
impact or burden)

Heart Attack-Induced Emergency Room Visits 43
Population Without a High School Degree 47
Limited English-Speaking Households 0
Poverty 69
Relative Unemployment 94
Housing Burdened Lowincome Households 48

Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0; California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, updated 2021.

As shown inTable LL5, the census tract encompassing the populated parts of the Lower Lake Planning
Area scores above the 50th percentile for 8 of the 21 indicators. Critically, 3 of these surpass the 75th
percentile, including a 93rd percentile ranking for relative unemploymet, 82nd percentile ranking for
concentration of cleanup sites, and a 79th percentile ranking for asthmanduced emergency room visits.

.
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Figure L:14 Lower LakeAreaCensus Tracts and Block Groups
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Relative Unemployment (98d Percentile)

The score for relative unemployment is measured by the percentage of the population over the age of 16
that is unemployed and eligible for the labor force, excluding retirees, students, and military personnel on
active duty, and those not looking for workUnemploymentis highly correlated with generational poverty
and has a wide range of effects omphysical and mentalhealth that can further compound other burdens
faced byvulnerable communities.

Concentration of Cleanup Sites (82d Percentile)

The score for concentration of cleanup sites is measured by theumber of places that are contaminated
with hazardous chemicals and require clean up by the property owners or government. Chemicals at
cleanup sites can move through the air or groundwater and people living near these sites hayreater
potential to be exposed to chemicals from the sites than people living further awayh&re are wo cleanup
sites in the census tract:the historic Red Elephant Mineand White Elephant Mine, which were both sm#
scale mercury mines operating sporadically through the early 1900s.

Asthma-Induced Emergency Room Visits (78 Percentile)

The score for high asthma rates is measured by the number of astharalated emergency department
visits between 2015 and 2017. Asthma rates tend to be closely linked to high poverty rates; prevalence of
toxic building materials, like mold and asbestos; lonwaccess to healthcare, particularly prenatal and
pediatric healthcare; and high rates of pesticide use from agricultural activities.

Community-Identified Issues

TheCalEnviroScreenindicators provide a general higHevel snapshot of potential environmental justice

issues inthe area, butthe datad 2 + q WWH IJ WA 21q¥6aI0 Tk WY1 Wet U7 WRUWARYURDI qlWs R
to develop a complete understanding of environmental justice and public health issues specific to each
community. Therefore,this section summarizespublic health and environmental justiceissues raisedby

community members and public health advocates during the General Plan 2050 engagement process.

also describes environmental issues faced by tribal communities based on tribal consultation.

Pollution Exposure

Air quality is very good overall in Lake Coungnd in theLower LakePlanningArea, as detailed by the
related CalEnviroScreen indicators inTableLL-5. However, the Lower Lake Planning Area is susceptible to
high asthma rates, indicating that air quality, whether outdoor or indoor air quality, is likely an issue in
some parts of thePlanning Area.

CalEnviroScreen rankgesticide use at the 5@h percentile in the Lower Lake Planning Are@dicating that
pesticides may contribute to localized outdoor air pollution. Smoke can also degrade air quality; sources
of outdoor air pollution from smoke include residential burning, prescribed vegetation burning, agricultural
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burning, and wildfires.Indoor pollution can also be a contributing factor, like seconehand smoke or toxic
building materials used in older homes.

Air pollution is not an issue exclusive to thd.ower Lake Equity Priority Areand Equity Priority Populations
throughout the Planning Areanay be more vulnerable to health impacts from poor air quality due to
preexisting health conditions, limited incomes, and other constraints, like access to quality healthcare.
Policies and actions related to agricultural pesticide use are included in the gicultural Resources

Element, and those addressing air quality and wildfire risk mitigation are included in the Health and Safety
Element.

Water pollution from agricultural activity, including illegal cannabis cultivation, as well as from high
concentrations of septic tank usage, creek stabilization activities, and wetlands loss and degradation, is
also a concern across the county, includingn the Lower Lake Planning Area. Thggricultural Resources
Water Resources and Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Elements discuss these issues in more
detail and provide policies and actions to address this concern.

Access toPublic Facilities and Services

Due tothe Lower LakePlanning | 1J éemdte location and rural setting, access to vitapublic servicesis
sometimes limited, which can be exacerbated forEquity Priority Areas and Populationghat face economic
constraints. Specific issues facing theLower LakePlanning | 1J Eqtity Bfiority Areas and Populations
include long response times for emergency services, like police, fire, and ambulance services;cess to
reliable power (an acute issue for those with powedependent medical needs); and afforddle garbage
collection and disposal services

Policies andactions addressingstandards foremergency response times and power shutoffare found in
the Health and Safety ElementPolicies and actions addressingvater, sewer, andsolid waste disposal
servicesare found in the Public Facilities andservicesElement.

Food Security

Equity Priority Areas and Populations both face barriett® accessinghealthy food, including fresh produce
and minimally processed foods.The location and distribution ofretail outlets selling these foods, transit
accessibility to existing locations, and costare all key determinantsin whether the food istruly accessible.
In addition to increasing access to
healthy food, community members
are also interested in educational and
economic opportunities related to
local agriculture that could empower
communities to grow andor sell their
own food.

Healthy foodin this General Plan refers to foods containing
fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean proteins, and/or healthy
fats and limited amounts of saturated fat, sodium, or added
sugatr.
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In addition to the goals, policies, and actions in thiglement addressing food access, the Land Use
Element includes strategies to develop new grocery stores and other fresh food outlets, anldet
Circulation Element includes policy guidance to optimize transit optiongo key destinations

Healthy Living Spaces

Housing affordability is an issue throughout the state. In Lake Countgvercrowdingis prevalent due to
high housing costsand has the potential to pose mental and physicalhealth risks for Equity Priority Areas
and Populations, including spreading communicable disease

Older homesoften have a greater risk of havintpad-based paint, asbestos, andor mold, which can all
pose risks to human health like asthma. Local public health advocates have also identified exposure to
toxins, such as aerosols and tobacco smoke, in multifamily housing as an environmental justice issue
throughout the county, in addition to tobacco use generally as a health hazard. The issuetokins in
multifamily housing is especially acute for children and other sensitive residents living in multifaity
residential buildings wheresghird-handissmoke can seep through walls, vents, and plumbing. Lowncome
residents with less access to healthcare and other resources are particularly vulnerable to health risks
from smoking and from exposure to seconeand third-hand smoke and aerosols.

Access to Healthcare

Healthcare access is limited andan increasing need in theLower LakePlanning Area as the population
ages. Lack of access tanedical professionals, clinics, hospitals, and inrhome care, along with having to
drive long distances for medical services, poses difficulties for residents. This is of particular concern for
Equity Priority Populations, especially older residents living on fixed incomes and/or with disabilities who
may have limted mobility options but need more frequent access to medical services.

Access toRecreation

Lower LakePlanningArea residents need moreactive recreation opportunities, especially for youth. While
expanded recreationopportunities is a priorityfor all Lower LakePlanningArearesidents, public recreation
facilities and after-school programs are particularly important forEquity Priority Areaswhose residents
often lack resources to pay for private extracurriculaactivities and may have limited mobility options to
access recreation opportunities more than a short distance away.

Seethe Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Element farformation and policy guidance
discussing development of multipurpose trails, park system expansion, community participation in park
design, andbroadening of recreation opportunities in the Planning Area
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Opportunities for Community Engagement

Low-income residents and other Equity Priority Populationgace difficulties engaging in civic processes
such asthe General Plan Updateor an individual development proposaldue to barriers like
transportation, technological literacy, and internetaccess, and having time available to be involved
Community members who do not speak English or those with limited English proficiency aoften
precluded from engaging in civic processes when translation services are not available.

In addition to thecommunity engagementpolicies addressed in this element the Public Facilities and
Services Element also includegolicy guidanceto create a more informed citizenry by improving
telecommunications services.

Environmental Justicelssuesin Tribal Communities

Environmental justice for tribal communities requires recognition of the historical and ongoing impacts of
colonization, displacement, and land-use inequities that continue to affect Tribal communities While
Tribal communities continue tolive in, steward, and preserve sacred cultural resources and practices in
the region, they also continue to face disproportionate barriers and impactwith respect to the
Community-Identified Issues discussedin the above subsections,and additionally with respect to Tribal
sovereignty and access tolribal Cultural Resources and ancestral land. For example, in addition to posing
risks to human health, environmental degradation and pollutioralso pose risksto Tribal Cultural
Resources such as sacred sites, traditional plant gathering areas, and waterways used for cultural
practices and livelihoods. Similarly, investments, infrastructure improvements, development of parks and
recreation facilities, and other measures to address the Environmental Justice issues described above
must be planned and implementedin collaboration with Tribal governments and the broader community in
a way that upholdstribal sovereignty andavoids disturbances to culturally significant landscapes.
Environmentaljustice for Tribes includes the protection of Tribal Cultural Resources and ancestral lands
as a fundamental component of community health, identity, and environmental balance, iaddition to
supporting tribal community health and access to clean air and water, healthcare, economic opportunity,
and safe homes. This involves prioritizingnvironmental restoration and contamination cleanup in areas of
cultural significance or ancestral use, ensuring Tribal participatiorthroughout the planning and policy
process particularly in aspects thataffect culturally important lands and resources, and promotingtribal-
led environmental stewardship programs and access to funding for sustainable land management and
habitat restoration practices. Ongoing collaboration with the Elem Pomo, Koi Nation, and Miwok Tribes
supports a just and inclusive approach to planning that recognizes cultural survival, environmental
stewardship, and tribal seltdetermination as fundamental components of community weltbeing. Related
goals, policies, and actions addressing these concerns are included in the Agricultural Resources, Water
Resources, Health and Safety, and Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Elements
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal L-EJ31

Communities that promote high quality of life and good health outcomes for everyone, including
Equity Priority Populations.

Policies

LL-EJ1.1 Refer tothe Health and Safety
Promote efforts to improve community health outcomes Element for additional policies
and ensure that County investments support community pertaining to community health.

health goals whenever possible.

LL-E31.2

Limit exposure to secondhand smoke, including from electronic smoking devices, tobacco smoke, and
cannabis smoke, and enforce State and local laws and regulations pertaining to prohibitions of
tobacco and cannabis use in specified locations and selling toacco and cannabis to minors.

LL-E31.3

Lead and support activities to facilitate affordable access to health care, including addressing
infrastructure and service barriers to broadband access for telehealth and multimodal access to
clinics.

LL-E31.4
Encourage and support the expansion of medical and senior care facilities, such as medical clinics,
urgent care, emergency care, behavioral health facilities, and pharmacies, prioritizing areas that lack
access to healthcare. Strategies could include incetives or streamlining efforts.

LL-E31.5

Support facilities enhancements to optimize libraries and other public spaces to support telemedicine
appointments.

LL-E31.6
Support efforts to attract medical professionals to the Lower Laké&lanningArea.

LL-EJ31.7
Collaborate with neighboring jurisdictions to assess and address issues related to capacity and access
to emergency, acute, and preventative/primary healthcare services.

LL-E31.8

Design and improve County facilities and programs to meet the needs of older adults and other Equity
Priority Populations.
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LL-EJ1.9
Work with local Tribal governmentson mitigation strategies for asthmarelated environmental hazards.

Actions

LL-E3l.a
Establish a process for assisting communitybased organizations and publieprivate partners with
obtaining financing (e.g., grants) to implement physical improvements and beautification projects such
as public art, fire-resilient vegetative buffers, and phnting strips in Equity Priority Areas.

LL-E31.b

Consider adopting a tobaccoand cannabisretail licensing fee that earmarks a portion of the fee for
enforcement of tobacco- and smokingrelated policies.

LL-E31l.c
Consider adopting an ordinance prohibiting smoking (including vaping, electronic cigarettes, tobacco,
and cannabis) in specific areas, such as:

A f0tRTJWeUT WOWe!l Wl YYI+ WeUT Ws ROT Yst WYnWadedagqRNeORG!
harmful effects of second-hand smoke.

A At worksites, including in and near unenclosed spaces of employment, outdoor dining areas, and
unenclosed waiting areas.

A UG HAORAWG!I YGUI q! AWRUHAHTG 2T RUNWRUWG2 HIRAWGE | t+ We (
markets and community fairs.

LL-E31.d
Consider adopting an ordinance aimed at reducing instances of youth using tobacco products that
might include prohibiting the location of tobacco retailers near schools and other youttserving

facilities and/or establishing restrictions on the placement and promotion of tobacco products so they
are not easily accessible to youth.

LL-EJdl.e
Establish a Commission on Aging and Adult Services to review and make recommendations to the
Board of Supervisors on specific issues, policy questions, and funding resources relating to older
adults, including senior centers and senior service provider ognizations, among others.

LL-EJ31.f

Work with the newly formed Commission on Aging to prepare anesé ¢ Ga lJ| WY n Wqd 1JW9 Ye Uq!
§1 TRUcCUHRDY WnY! Wwu9YabdaURq! WEWI 2RHNIY wilg YW Daé¢ RGO W 131
services for older adults.

LL-E31.g9
Explore adoption of an elder income index and/or other mechanisms to provide cost relief for older
adult residents in the county.
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LL-E31.h
Work with North Coast Opportunities (NCO) to activate the AmeriCorps/Senior Corps Retired Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP) program to collect volunteer hours and use those askind monetized
matching funds, as allowed by the State and federal RSVP progranto maximize funding for needed
community services.

Goal LL-EJ32
Access to living spaces that are safe, clean, and healthipr all Lower LakePlanningArea residents.

Policies
LL-EJ2.1
Ensure housing in the Lower LakBlanningArea provides safe and sanitary environments for residents.

LL-EJ2.2
Ensure that future improvements in Equity Priority Areas will not result in a net loss of subsidized
affordable housing or significant preventable displacement of residents.

LL-E32.3
Ensure adequate living conditions through ongoing and effective code enforcement, including for
rental housing and unpermitted structures, with priority given to housing in Equity Priority Areas.

LL-EJ2.4
Work with and support agencies and organizations providingupportive services to individuals
experiencing homelessness including efforts to secure temporary and longerm housing for
unhoused community members.

Actions

LL-EJ2.a
Pursue all availablefederal and State funds to assist with housing preservation and rehabilitation, with
a focus on identifying funding to remediate health and safety issues for housing in Equity Priority Areas
and housing units occupied by Equity Priority Populations.

LL-EJ2.b
Review and update the Zoning Ordinance to remove unnecessary barriers to the development of
farmworker housing.

LL-E3d2.c
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to adopt development and maintenance standards for farmworker
housing.
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LL-E32.d
Create an assistance program for homeowners and landlords to bring older properties up to code and
improve their livability, with priority given to homes in Equity Priority Areas and those housing Equity
Priority Populations.

LL-EJ32.e
Develop a system or other mechanism to inventory rental housing in the county by address, both to
track the stock of rental housing and to develop a mailing list to reach rental housing occupants.
Additional details in the inventory may also include propdy owner contact information.

LL-EJ2.f

Conduct periodic outreach in Equity Priority Areas and to Equity Priority Populations to inform tenants
of their rights and responsibilities. Written outreach efforts should be provided in English and Spanish.

LL-E32.9
Work to identify appropriate camping options for unhoused individuals and eliminate camping where
prohibited.

Goal LL-E33
Convenientand affordable access to healthy food for all Lower Lak&lanningArea residents.

Policies

LL-E33.1
Support efforts to establish and/or expand programs and other activities to improve food security and
eliminate hunger, including food assistance programs, community gardens, and school lunch access.

LL-EJ33.2
Support transit route changes or expansions and active transportation network improvements that link
Equity Priority Areas to healthy food sources, including grocery stores. In addition, encourage new
healthy food retailers near existing transit connectios.

LL-EJ33.3
Expand local food access and agriculture by supporting and encouragiregrtifiedn ¢ 1 G 131 + Kk WG ¢l t 1J
urban farming, community gardening, and other similar activities.

LL-E33.4
Encourage new development projects to incorporate community gardens into the project design, as
appropriate.
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Actions

LL-EJ3.a
Develop incentives to encourage the establishment of grocery stores and other venues selling healthy
foods, preferably locally grown or produced, in areas with limited access to healthy food, prioritizing
locations in or near Equity Priority Areas.

LL-E33.b
Work withcertifiedn ¢ | G 131 + Kk WG ¢l t gt WagYWt e GGYIl qWec AHIIGq¢ URIIWYn
Transfer) to maximize access, prioritizing markets in or near Equity Priority Areas.

LL-EJ3.c

Inventory and map food deserts in the Lower LakelanningArea to inform future policy and decision
making to address food access barriers.

LL-E33.d
Streamline permitting processes for grocery stores and markets in Equity Priority Areas and food
deserts.

Goal LI-E34

Effective decision making that seeks and incorporates the voices of Lower LakéanningArea
residents, including from Equity Priority Populations and those living in Equity Priority Communities.

Policies

LL-E34.1

Empower all residents to participate in local decision making and ensure meaningful public
engagement processes and events that make it possible for everyopesspecially Equity Priority
Populations and those living in Equity Priority Aregsto participate and influence outcomes.

LL-EJ4.2
Use multiple channelsy including digital and print media, County website, local radio, and cable T\
to share publicly important information and publicize opportunities for community engagement to
ensure access for everyone, including those without home computers or internet.

LL-E34.3
Provide interpretation and translation services for community announcements, community meetings,
services, and programs, to ensure accessibility for all community members, as appropriate.

LL-E34.4
Encourage sponsors of major development projects to have early and frequent communication, in the
appropriate language(s), with affected residents andnhterested parties.
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LL-EJ34.5
Strive for more diverse representation on boards, commissions, committees, and similar bodies to
better reflect the demographics and varying viewpoints of Lower Lak&lanningArea residents,
including representatives of Equity Priority Populations and/or other underrepresented groups, as
appropriate.

LL-EJ4.6
Engage young people in longange planning processes and other Countadministered programs and
processes through outreach and partnerships witHibraries, schools, and local youth organizations
when possible.

Actions

LL-E34.a
Hold periodic public meetings in each Equity Priority Area to hear from residents of these communities
about issues impacting their qualityof-0 Rn JWY 2 qAY G 1t We UT Wet WWagé¢ qWRUGe q
budgeting process.

LL-EJ4.b
Support Municipal Advisory Councils to évelop best practice guidelines to support all County
departments with conducting effective outreach in the Lower Lake Area, such as how to identify
appropriate engagement activities and practices based on the project or issue type and stakeholders
involved, a list of stakeholders and/or community leaders in the area, and language interpretation or
translation services to offer.

LL-E34.c
Explore options and seek funding to transition to accessible outreach materials for those with sensory
disabilities (e.g., visually impaired and/or deaf or hard of hearing).

LL-E34.d
To inform existing and potential future municipal advisory councils (MACs), adoptpolicy detailing the
process for forming a MAC and the roles, responsibilities, and authority of a MAC, which may take
RUt GRI ¢qRYUWNI YO W6 WW~WJUT YHRUYW9YeaUq! WAYGRHA! WMPNA
9Yz2UHRRIOL Ow
LL-Ed4.e
Periodically update Equity Priority Areanaps, including the Tribal Lands boundaries as updated by the

Bureau of Indian Affairsto ensure that the appropriate communities are prioritized as part ahe
9YaUq! Kkt WsYI t WgYWRAGINWAWUqUWaé JWEU2RI YUGUWUqc¢lWseat q
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2050 General Plan

Public Facilities and Services

Public facilities are buildings, pipes, pumps, roadways, and other infrastructure that supportcommunity

living. Public servicesinclude fire protection, law enforcement, waste collection, education, and othervital

services the Countyand other public agenciesprovide to residents.Access to public facilities and services

is a majorongoingpriority and key issuein the Lower LakePlanningArea. This element prioritizes the

provision of a highand healthylue ¢ i Raq! WY ™n WG RN I Wn Y1 Wa 6 1JWA O putlidserddas] | 13 ¢ K
improving infrastructure, and improvingaccess to and affordability ofthese utilities and services

The Public Facilities and Services Element addresses the publjcprovidedfacilities and servicesin the
Lower LakePlanningAreaand presents information and policy guidance to maintain and, when possible
and appropriate, enhance thePlanningAl 1IJ¢ kK t Wn ¢ # R R djle fbHowldg topitkfarkcbvarédH 13+ 1oL

Fire Protectionand Law EnforcementService
Water and Wastewater Service

Stormwater Management

Solid Waste Disposal

Communications Systems

Educational Facilities and Services

=8 =4 =4 -4 -4 -5 -4

Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities

Thesetopics are an integral partofg] 6 IJ W9 Yea Uq "
planning strategy andan important consideration
when considering growth and development inthe
Lower LakePlanning Area

Manyservices are provided by agencies and
organizations not under the purview of the County, so
Lake County has limited direct control over their
services, though this element includes Goals,
AYOGRARIUt AWwWe UT W #qRYUt WV
collaboration with external entities and other efforts
aimed at making sustainable high-quality services
available to the community.

In the Lower Lake Planning Area, the Lake County
Fire Protection District operates out of Station 65.

This element also considers public facility and
service needs and deficiencies in lowincome areas considered to bedisadvantagedunincorporated
communities based on State guidance.

Lower Lake Planning Area Elemen{sPublic Facilities and Services  LL-115



Fire Protectionand Law EnforcementService

The Lower Lakd?lanningArea isservedby the Lake County Fire Protection Distrigtwhich covers 165

square miles along the eastern shores of Clear Lakéncluding the City of Clearlake and the

unincorporated Lower Lake area. Th®istrict maintains one station in the Lower LakePlanningArea:

Station 65 at 16354 Main Streein Lower Lake District staff include one Fire Chief, three Captains, three

Fire Apparatus Engineers, nine Firefighter/Paramedics/Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTSs), one
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Liaison, one Fire Marshal, three Paramedics, three EMTs, one Hilanc
Analyst, oneFinance Assistant, and nine volunteersThe District established h 2001when the Lower Lake
Fire Protection District andthe Lakeshore Fire Protection District consolidatedo create the Lake County
Fire Protection District

The populationserved by the Districtranges from 16,500 to over 50,000 during the summer tourism
season. The District respond to over 5,300 calls a yeafor structure and wildland fires, vehicle accidents,
technical rescues, hazardous materials, and medical aid.

The District also has mutuataid agreements between the District, California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), and surrounding fire districts.

The Lake County Sherikf Office provides law enforcement, patrol, and coroner services to théower Lake
PlanningArea. Theirclosest active substation is inthe City of Clearlake just north of the community of

Lower Lake The California Highway Patrol (CHP) alservesthe Lower LakePlanning Areaproviding

traffic control, accident investigation, and vehicle licensing forState Highways. CHP collaborates with the

ESII Rnnkt WEN NnRAEWWs 6 J0UWI Whe I3t qT W 21 RUNDWTYRUqWYGUI ¢ q

The countywide Health and Safety Elementprovides additional details and policy guidancerelated to
wildfire hazards and emergency response

Water and Wastewater Service

There aretwo public water systems in the Planning Area that are regulated by the State Water Resources
Control Board, Division of Drinking WaterBoth systems are classified as ommunity water systems, which
are defined as systems thahave at least 15 service connectionsised byyearlong residentsor regularly
serve at least 25 or more yearlong residentsncluding subdivisions, mutual water companies,
manufactured home parks, and similar residential areas

The water systems in thd.ower LakePlanning Area are:

1 Lower LakeCounty Waterworks District #1 a community water system that provides potable water to
the Lower Lakecommunity.

1 Twin CreekMobile and RV Villagea community water system that provides potable water to a mobile
home community in thenorthwestern portion of the Planning Area.
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The Lake County Environmental Health Department (EH) issues permits for all groundwater wells in the
county and regulates State Small Water Systems, which have between 5 and 14 connections. EH also
inspects and permits water systems that serve food estalbdihments with private water systems, such as
bed and breakfast facilities.

Rural areas of the Lower Lake Planning Area source water from individual domestic wells and springs.

Water quality in private domestic wells is not regulated by any agency. In general, it is of relatively good

quality but may contain high total dissolvedmineral solids (e.g,/6 ¢ | T W5 ¢ qlJ| wb Alls 6 RAEG We | |
harmful to human health, or nitrates due to fertilizers from agricultural activities or osite septic systems,

which are considered safe at low levels but can be harmful in high amountf addition to serving

residents and visitors, water is vital for local agriculture, which sources water from a combination of

surface water and groundwatelvia private irrigation wells. The Countywide Water Resources Element

provides additional information on water sources throughout the county.

Wastewater services generally involve theransmission of wastewater to a treatment facility, treatmentof
the wastewater, and disposal of thetreated wastewater and residual waste solids.TheLake County
Sanitation District (LACOSANprovides sewer collectionservicesto the community of Lower Lake The
collected wastewater is directed toa treatment plantand treated. Liquid waste, called "effluent," is
discharged to the Southeast Geyser Effluent Pipeline, where it is injected into the Geysers steam fitdd
help maintain the pressure necessary fopower production.

The remainder of theLower LakePlanning Area primarily the eastern and northeastern portionsrelies on
on-site wastewater treatment systems (OWTS), commonly known as septic or leach field systems. These
systems require permits from Lake County EHwho conduct site evaluations to determine whethereach
site is appropriate for the installation of a new OWT&nd the type of system needed

Stormwater Management

TheLower LakePlanning Area, like the rest of the county, has areas prone to flood risk. These risks are
described and addressed in thecountywide Health and Safety Elementhowever, thiselement addresses
the related issue of stormwater management or the public policies, activities, and infrastructure employed
to regulate the rate, volume, and quality of runoff. Lake County uses a variety of facilities and methods to
manage stormwater, incuding:

1 Levees,or high ridges along waterways and reservoirs to provide flood control.

1 Stormwater detentionfacilities, which are designed for the temporary storage of stormwater, working
to attenuate peak runoff and provide water quality treatment benefits by allowing particulates to settle
in the basin.

1 Groundwater rechargefacilities, which move water from the ground's surface into aquifers, which can
occur naturally or through humancontrolled methods.

1 Stormwater retention, the process of collecting and storing rainwater, snowmelt, and other storm
runoff to prevent flooding.
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Traditional development involving removing
vegetation and soil and installing impermeable
surfaces (like asphalt and concrete)increase
stormwater runoff and can exacerbate flood risk, so
the General Plan encourages lowmpact
development andgreen infrastructure.

Low-impact development refers to systems and
practices that use or mimic natural processes
that result in the infiltration, evapotranspiration,
or use of stormwater to protect water quality and
associated aquatic habitat. Green infrastructure
refers to the management of wetweather flows
that use these processes, and the patchwork of
natural areas that provide habitat, flood
protection, cleaner air, and cleaner water. At both
the site and regional scale, lowimpact
development/green infrastructure practices aim
to preserve, resore, and create green space
using soils, vegetation, and rainwater harvest
techniques. Examples of green infrastructure
include rain harvesting systems, bioswales
(channels that provide stormwater treatment and
retention), permeable pavements, green roofs,
and urban tree canopies.

Solid WasteDisposal

TheLower LakePlanning Area is serviced byLake
County Waste Solutions which provides curbside
pickup of solid waste, yard waste, and eme
recyclables. Garbage, recycling, and green waste
are transported to the Lake County Transfer Station.
Compostable material and construction debris are
transferred to the Quackenbush Mountain

Resource Recovery and Compost Facility. Waste
tires are transported to Ukiah.Remaining solid
waste is transported to the Eastlake Sanitary

Landfill. - United States Environmental Protection Agency,

: . . 2024
lllegal dumping remains a concern in rural and

agricultural areas aroundLower Lake The County
has launched community cleartup programs, free dumping days, and public outreach campaigns to
combat this issue.

N6 W vYeaUq! Kkt WInnY!l qf Wel YWNeaRT U WH! W6 W9 Ye Uq! s RT 1JWf
mandated by State law under AB 939. The CIWMP outlines local waste diversion and disposal conditions

while establishing programs to meet state waste diversion goalsThre CIWMPserves as the County's

primary tool for developing countywide waste reduction programs and addressing landfill needs.

fOWecaRNUGUWUqWs RS W6 WWOfi ~AAWaqélW9vYeUq! Kkt WEYORT Wi ¢t
increase diversion rates, expand green waste composting programs, and comply wiBtate recycling

mandates. Despite these initiatives, unincorporated areas of Lake County, includindpe Lower LakeArea,

face challenges in meeting waste diversion goals, as reflected in CalRecycle data. However, ongoing

education, enforcement, and expanded services aim to address these gaps and foster more sustainable

waste practices in the region.
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Communications Systems

Telephone services in thd.ower LakePlanning Area are available from numerous provider€ellular
service is provided by major carrierdike Verizon, AT&T, and-Mobile. Landline services are available ithe
Lower LakePlanningAreathrough providers like Spectrum and AT&Tnternet providers servingLower Lake
include AT&T, Mediacom, and satellitebased providers like HughesNet and ViasaManyLower Lake
PlanningArea residents are concerned about limited cell phone and higispeed internet service.

According to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) National Broadband Map, higipeed

internet access (i.e., with download/upload speeds at or above 25/3 megabyteger-second) is generally
limited to the western portion of the Planning Area in the aomunity of Lower Lake, extending eastward

along Morgan Valley Road up until the intersection with Oak Haven Roadd extending southward in

patches serving the Twin Lakes community and residences along Spruce Grove Road and Riata Road in the
Excelsior Valey. ManyLower LakePlanning Area residents are concerned about limited cell phone and
high-speed internet service.

Educational Facilities and Services

Themajority of the Lower LakePlanning Area is served bthe KonoctiUnified School District. The Konocti
Unified School District serves a wide area in Lake County, including Clearlake, Clearlake Oaks, Spring
Valley, and a portion othe Cobb Mountain Planning Area The Konocti Unified School District operates
four school sites in the Lower LakePlanning AreaLower LakeElementary,Lower Lake High Schoql
Highlands Academy, andW.C. Carle Continuation High School. The Middletown School District serves a
small southeast portion of the Ranning Area but all schools are situated in the Middletown and Cobb
Mountain Planning AreasSchool locations are depicted inFiguresLL-15 (countywide) andLL-16 (Lower
LakePlanning Aea).

There arecurrently no institutions of higher education inthe Lower LakePlanningArea, but the Woodland
Community College Lake County Campus in Clearlake is situated just north of the Planning Area boundary

There are no public librariesn Lower Lake however, the County operateghe Lake County Bookmaobile, a
24-foot mobile library that travels to many locations in Lake County, including Lower LakEstablishedin
2023, the Bookmobile featuresabout 1,000 books, DVDsand more. The Booknobile can also request

items from any library in the LakeCounty, Mendocino County, or SonomaCounty Library systemif an item

is unavailable. The Lake County Bookmobile has free public Wi, as well asWi-Fi Hotspots and
Chromebooks available for check out. Currently, the Bookmobile makes a weekly stop at the Schoolhouse
Museum in Lower Lake on Thursdays.
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Figure L:15 Countywide Schools
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